Notes from Parish Plan Planning and Housing Working Party 

1st July 2008- held in the parish office at 7pm

Present: Bob Richards, Kate MaCavana (Conservation Officer CDC), Paul Hains, Mark Dunford, Tony Dyson, Steve Ivall, Peter Mansfield, Sue Baker, John Brock, Keith Hambly-Staite, Diana Smeath (Chairman), and Alan Truan

Apologies:  John Langdon, Colin Taylor, and Brian Ashdown.

Introduction by Chairman: Diana Smeath welcomed all those present to the first meeting of the Parish Plan Planning and Housing Working Group for the parish area, and explained how important it was now that the Parish Plan had been completed to engage with local communities to drive the issues set out in the Plan forward. Diana felt it was also important that the Group was able to fulfil the responsibilities given to it and report to the Parish Plan Steering Group on regular progress. 

Purpose, role and scope of the working group: Diana reminded the group of the role and scope of the remit from the Parish Council for the Planning and Housing Group and the Parish Plan Steering Group, and their Terms of Reference.

Timetable:  Diana referred to the timetable for future working group meetings which had been formulated to ensure that future meetings were regular, and planned ahead.

Relationship between the parish council and the evolving Unitary Authority:

Alan Truan explained the background to the new Unitary Authority, the action taken so far by the parish council to work positively with the new authority and the Lead Officers of the One Cornwall Team. Alan explained the clear position taken forward by the parish council in January in defining its future working relationships, and its aspiration to be the first point of contact for the community. It was noted, while there was at present a great deal of uncertainty at the political level, there was a great deal of work ongoing at Officer level to ensure that the UA could operate effectively from 1st April 2009.

Progress on Planning and Housing issues set out in the Parish Plan: Diana Smeath felt it was important to recognise that while the Parish Plan had been evolving a great deal of work had been ongoing on the Plan generally, and notably for Planning and Housing issues (figures in brackets are references to prioritisation papers):

The development of the Conservation Appraisal and Management Plan for Devoran- 1.1(a)

The development of SPD for the Conservation area- 1.1(b)

The development of Planning Brief and policies for the former school site in Devoran-1.1(c)

The examination of opportunities for the former school site in Devoran- 1.2(a)

Ongoing work to improve Enforcement -1.2(b)

Maintenance of grass verges in Carnon Downs-1.3(c)

Ongoing work to protect significant trees- 1.3(e)

Ongoing work to improve Statutory Consultation and community access arrangements- 1.4(c)

Ongoing work to refine relationships with the Unitary Authority- 1.4(c)

Undertaking and completing local housing surveys-4.2(a)

Ongoing and very current work with the District Council to start to define local land use studies to meet local affordable housing needs- 4.1(a), 4.2(b), 4.3(a) 

Prioritisation of projects:  Diana stressed, now that progress had been made on various issues it would be important to identify the priorities for the next two years. Following a debate on the relative importance of each issue the Group agreed to recommend the following priorities to the next Parish Plan Steering Group on 16th July-(number referencing from summary prioritisation papers)

High priority and ongoing issues

1.1 (a to c) All issues relating to Devoran Conservation Area

1.2(a)  A Village Design and Character Statement for the whole parish area. This will also embrace SPD for the Creeks (1.2(a)), improve local planning policies (1.2(c)),

cover the issues set out under 1.3 General enhancement of the natural environment, and assist in evolving clearer relationships with the new Planning Authority 1.4(a).

develop more robust planning controls relating to local housing 4.1(b), assist with the development of cohesive future local housing policies as set out under 4.3 in the overall list of parish plan priorities.

1.2.(b) Further improvement in Planning Enforcement,

Medium priority

1.4(b) Examine existing responsibilities and consider Taunton Deane Model for devolving certain planning functions

NB A summary to exemplify the above priorities is attached at Appendix A. Items marked H are High priority, M=Medium, L=Low, D=Completed or largely completed, Ongoing= work is currently ongoing.

Devoran Conservation and Management plan

Kate MacCavana, a Conservation Officer from Carrick DC, summarised progress on the joint project between the District Council and the Parish Council to evolve a new Conservation Strategy for Devoran. It was noted that the processes had been delayed as a result of the failure of the District Council Core Strategy. This had necessitated a number of extra procedures being put in place to fulfil the requirements for Supplementary Planning Documents, and to ensure they are robust enough to take them through local government reorganisation. Kate explained that a comprehensive document covering Truro, Penryn, Devoran and Chacewater was almost now ready to proceed to public consultation and it was very likely that the last document would be ready for consultation with the local Parish Plan Steering Group in the first instance at their next meeting in September.

Kate circulated some documentation and asked that it be read with the draft Appraisal and Management Plan already produced and that a summary reply be returned through the parish council as soon as possible.

Devoran former School site

Alan Truan reported that progress had been slow but good. The public consultation processes were now complete and objections had only been received from the Diocese and the County Council. In discussions with the Head of Development Control over the last few days it had been established that any approval for SPD had also been delayed by the same issues as those for the Conservation studies in Devoran. Nevertheless it was expected that a report would be presented to the District Council for approval in September. 

Alan Truan asked the Group to note that there might be growing disquiet within the community about delays and possibly rumours about the building remaining derelict for some time. This would clearly be a strategy that the Diocese and the County Council would wish to pursue to encourage more indiscriminate development than the Planning Brief provides for. It was important to remember that the Diocese and the County Council had already submitted two unsuccessful planning applications, had ignored the Parish Plan, the feelings of residents, and advice from planning officers for two years in order to seek more finance from the site than it can sustain in planning terms. It would be reassuring when SPD is in place as it will determine future uses for the site. If the Diocese and the County Council were still in the position to ignore that Brief then clearly both organisations would be in breach of Government advice, their responsibilities to taxpayers, and their responsibilities under the Charities Acts. Clearly pragmatism will eventually settle the matter. 

In the meanwhile the parish council were still pursuing their responsibilities to provide proper planning guidance for the site for all the very good reasons that the community has supported for some time.

Date of next meeting: The Chairman thanked all those present for their attendance and looked forward to the Parish Plan Steering Group on 16th July and the next Planning and Housing Group on September 29th.

