Notes from Parish Plan Other Village Facilities Working Party 

25th June 2008-held in the parish office at 7pm

Present: Carol Breakwell, Peter Tunnicliffe, Clare Chipman, Nick Humby, John Challen, Jayne Woolcock, Sue Felton, Sue Baker, Ewan Abram-Moore, John Brock (Chairman), Stuart Mountford, Sue Mountford, Ann Williams, Steve Ivall, and Alan Truan

Apologies:  Diana Smeath, John Langdon, Keith Hambly-Staite, Bob Richards, Colin Taylor, Martin Watts and Ann Ramsden.

Introduction by Chairman: John Brock welcomed all those present to the first meeting of the Other Village Facilities Parish Plan Working Group for the parish area, and explained how important it was now that the Parish Plan had been completed to engage with local communities to drive the issues set out in the Plan forward.

Purpose, role and scope of the working group: Alan Truan reminded the group of the role and scope of the remit from the Parish Council for the Other Village Facilities Group and the Parish Plan Steering Group, and their Terms of Reference.

Timetable:  John Brock referred to the timetable for future working group meetings which had been formulated to ensure that future meetings were regular, and planned ahead.

Relationship between the parish council and the evolving Unitary Authority:

Alan Truan explained the background to the new Unitary Authority, the action taken so far by the parish council to work positively with the new authority and the Lead Officers of the One Cornwall Team. Alan explained the clear position taken forward by the parish council in January in defining its future working relationships, and its aspiration to be the first point of contact for the community. It was noted, while there was at present a great deal of uncertainty at the political level, there was a great deal of work ongoing at Officer level to ensure that the UA could operate effectively from 1st April 2009.

Progress on Other Village issues set out in the Parish Plan: John Brock felt it was important to recognise that while the Parish Plan had been evolving a great deal of work had been ongoing on the Plan generally, and notably for other village facilities issues (figures in brackets are references to prioritisation papers):

Improvement to the aesthetics around Devoran Village Hall -3.1(c)

Supporting and developing the provision of medical facilities in the area by various means- 3.3(a)

Managing and supporting safe playing fields in the parish area- 3.4(a)

Supporting local village halls and meeting places by various means- 3.5(a) and 3.5(d)

Improving local communications, particularly through the provision of newsletters on important local issues, direct contact with various groups and organisations and particularly the council's new website on www.feockpc.com- 3.7 (a)

Clearing rotting boats around the foreshore- 3.7(a)

Prioritisation of projects:  John Brock stressed, now that progress had been made on various issues it would be important to identify the priorities for the next two years. Following a debate on the relative importance of each issue the Group agreed the following priorities as recommendations to the next Parish Plan Steering Group on 16th July- (number referencing from summary prioritisation papers)

High priority/ongoing
Village enhancements in Devoran

3.1(a) Investigate the feasibility of land at Devoran

3.1(b) Provide signage to promote the historic nature of Devoran

Village enhancements in Carnon Downs

3.2(a) Initiate traffic studies through the Roads and Transport Group to identify traffic flows and other relevant issues relating to a scheme in years 3-5 to improve the aesthetics of Forth Coth by various means

Sporting and recreational facilities

3.4(b) Work with PQA to provide play facilities for the children of Point

3.4(c) Work with Devoran School to evolve a formal community agreement  

to provide various facilities on the new school site

3.4 (c) Work with Truro College to evolve a formal community agreement


to provide various facilities on land at Tregye

3.4 (c) Work with various local tourist sites to identify the potential for community 


use of local sites

Supporting local halls and meeting places

3.5(b)
Work with Village Halls Committees and other meeting places to provide or 


encourage the provision of facilities for younger children

Improving local business opportunities

3.6 (d) Work to encourage business/practical community use of the former school


site in Devoran

Promoting general well-being

3.7 (a) Continue to improve communications with local communities

3.7 (b) Improve local recycling arrangements 

Maintenance of council property and management arrangements

5.1  Continue to maintain existing community facilities including bus shelters, 

       streetlights in Devoran, Feock Reading Room, public open spaces, common

       land, village greens, seats etc

5.2  Continue to support the maintenance of  local churchyards

5.5  Continue to work positively with the Unitary Authority and improve local 

        provision of services by various cost effective means

5.6  Continue to maintain the professional Governance arrangements at the parish 

       office, improve public access arrangements, and seek Quality Parish Council 

       status at the appropriate time 

Medium priority

3.6(a)  Develop partnerships with local businesses to assist with their continued


existence

3.6(b)  Investigate the potential for a retail outlet in Feock

3.6(d)  Encourage the further development of local markets

NB A summary to exemplify the above priorities is attached at Appendix A. Items marked H are High priority, M=Medium, L=Low, D=Completed or largely completed, Ongoing= work is currently ongoing.

Point Quay Association

Ewan Abram-Moore, the Chairman of Point Quay Association, explained that there were now very effective management and usage arrangements for use of Point Quay and it was developing very satisfactorily into a much-improved local facility. Thoughts were ongoing on the potential for some facilities for younger children in the Orchard, and continued improvement of facilities and events for the community.

John Brock expressed the view that the new Trustees at Point had transformed the Trustee Management arrangements, and much credit was due to all concerned for the community facilities now provided for residents for the whole parish area.

Ewan confirmed that a safety audit was currently being carried out on the Quay to ensure continuing safety for users, and that provision was being made for extra safety equipment.

Allotments

The group considered the potential for the provision of allotments throughout the parish area. Alan Truan confirmed that he had received enough requests for the council to use their statutory powers to provide them, As yet the parish council had not considered a full report on the implications of their provision, but the council would be in the position to do so soon. Alan expressed the view that the most difficult issue would be to find an area (or areas of land) within the parish area to facilitate the provision of viable allotments. Perhaps a positive initial step would be for members of the group to help investigate the potential for local sites that were suitable for that purpose.  Following a lengthy debate it was agreed to recommend to the Parish Plan Steering Group that an amendment be made to the parish plan to identify land for the potential development of allotments within the parish area

Devoran Gig Club

Stuart Mountford and Ann Williams for Devoran Gig Club gave a presentation to the working group on the Gig Clubs successes, their contribution to the community and the biggest problem facing the Club of over 70 members. It was noted that the Club had no premises for the storing or maintenance of their Gigs and asked if the Group would include some provision in the Parish Plan to support the Club and assist them find premises. The group were very supportive of the needs of the Devoran Gig Club

and recognised the contribution they make in the local community. It was noted that there was already provision within the Plan for supporting local groups and societies and that there would be support for helping the Club find premises. It was agreed that the Club and the parish council staff promote as much advertising as possible to assist in the identification of premises within the parish area. 

Devoran School

Carol Breakwell, the Headmistress of Devoran School, was of the view that the time was now coming when it might be practical to consider a community use agreement of some kind for the new school, and that she would be happy to work with parish council to carry a project forward.

Carol was also of the opinion, given limitations on the new school site to meet the Government's "wrap around care " provisions, she would also be happy to work with the parish council to identify the viability of provision within the existing former school site. Initially she would approach the Education Department at County Hall to sound out how this might be carried forward.

Carol also confirmed she would be very happy to work with the parish council to provide a community notice board at the entrance to the school.

The working group was very enthusiastic to hear that these proposals may be capable of being carried forward. 

Date of next meeting: The Chairman thanked all those present for their attendance and looked forward to the Parish Plan Steering Group on 16th July and the next Other Village Facilities Group on September 24th.

