MEETING  NO. 975

Minutes of the FEOCK PARISH COUNCIL MEETING held on 21st July 2008 

at Feock Parish Council Office at 7.15pm.

Members  Present

WARDS
CARNON DOWNS

DEVORAN

FEOCK



Mrs S E Felton


Mrs S M Baker

Mrs A D Smeath


J H H Langdon


J Challen

K Hambly-Staite



R E Richards


Mrs E M West

A J Groves


Mrs J Woolcock


Mrs K Blenheim-Hassett
J D Brock

In  Attendance



A.Truan Clerk To the Council 



County Councillor Currie



District Councillor Mrs West



Pc N Hyde. D & C Police



Mrs J Silcox. West Briton Reporter



Mr N Marsden, Housing Officer Carrick District Council



6 Local Electors.

CHAIRMAN:  Councillor Mrs K Blenheim-Hassett

During the public session:

Mr Bennett spoke in support of his proposed development of Colundra, Point on the basis that the demolition would improve the appearance of the area, diminish any loss of privacy on the Northern boundary, would protect the site from future sub-division, and provide a better dwelling house.

Dr. Wolf, a near neighbour, raised no objection to the proposals and felt that the demolition and rebuilding would provide for a better dwelling on the site.

Mr Mountfield, speaking for Devoran Gig Club, asked for assistance from the parish council in finding suitable premises. Following a recommendation from the Clerk the council agreed that an item be placed on the next council agenda.

The Chairman thanked residents for their views and confirmed, as there were no other issues from residents that Council was in formal session.  

8944      MINUTES

Councillor Langdon proposed that the minutes of the Council Meeting held on 16th June 2008, as circulated, be confirmed as a true record and signed by the Chairman. This was seconded by Councillor Mrs Smeath and carried by the meeting.

8945
MATTERS ARISING


REPORTS FROM MEMBERS

There were no reports from members following their attendance on outside bodies on this occasion. 

REPORTS ON PREVIOUS AND ONGOING BUSINESS

The Clerk explained that the Devoran Conservation Appraisal and the supporting Management Plan would be available over the next few weeks for review by members prior to a formal public consultation, and that he would circulate papers to local members when they were received.

The Clerk reported that he and two local residents had now had the opportunity to meet with Planning Officers concerning possible contravention of planning conditions on the Carnon Downs Garden Centre site. It had been agreed that Planning and Enforcement Officers would visit the site to judge current compliance with planning conditions to ensure ongoing effective development control on this site Further reports would be made in due course.

The Clerk explained, further to minute 8937, that another quote in the sum of £1898 plus VAT had been received to provide a safety fence around the mineshaft at Trolver Croft. Given that this was the cheapest quote received and was clearly to be the most professional and effective solution it was noted that the Chairman and the Clerk recommended it for approval. It was noted, as previously reported, that this sum was not within the council's budget, and would, if necessary, have to be met from balances in the current year which would need to be replaced from increased Precept next year.

Further to minute 8940 the Clerk explained because of the pressure of current workloads that the proposed Audit Review would need to be deferred until later in the financial year.

The Clerk confirmed action to report possible contravention of planning conditions at "Hawkridge", Feock.

The Clerk confirmed that the Interim Executive of the Unitary Authority had now resolved to recommend 123 members instead of the universally agreed 130, presumably based on some political motivation.

The Clerk confirmed that the Interim Executive had also finally agreed with the body of local opinion that had recommended that parish council elections be deferred until 2013. 

Further to previous reports the Clerk reported that the council's new website had attracted over 5,500 enquiries (or 45 each day) and was so far proving to be very popular and useful.

The Clerk reported progress on the Registration of Council Property at the Land Registry.

The Clerk referred to a press release from the District Council on the proposed development at Quenchwell Chapel and explained that this was available to any local resident who might enquire. It had previously been noted that the council had already registered misgivings on potential highway and parking issues prior to the depositing of a formal planning application, and that these were already under consideration by the District Council.

The Clerk read a letter from the Friends of Restronguet Point in which they had put forward suggestions for the easing of parking difficulties at the end of the highway at the Point. The Clerk explained that as this issue had not been originally embodied within the parish plan it would be referred to the council's Roads and Transport Group for consideration with other local priorities at their next meeting in September.
8946     APOLOGIES

Apologies were received from Councillors Taylor and Tunnicliffe, and District Councillors Chamberlain and Hill. 

8947
CURRENT REPORTS


CORNWALL COUNTY COUNCIL

County Councillor Currie explained that there seemed to be little rationale for 123 members for the new unitary authority instead of 130, however that was now likely to be conclusive. He felt that the Post Office closure programme was controversial, but there was little likelihood of subsidy from the County Council because of the legal considerations.  Councillor Currie confirmed there was a lot of local hostility to the proposed moving of cancer care to Derriford.  Councillor Currie also confirmed that the situation at Old Carnon Hill was ongoing, and that the extension of 20 mph proposals on the Tram Road into Quay Road might well happen.

Councillor Langdon asked County Councillor Currie to note that while Quay Road and the Tram Road had been ongoing issues for some, albeit not urgent, traffic problems in Carnon Downs and Forth Coth in particular were much more seriously in need of resolution at this time. 

The Chairman thanked Councillor Currie for his attendance and report


CARRICK DISTRICT COUNCIL

District Councillor West reported her attendance at the District Council meeting on 18th June and that consideration was being given to the improvement of recreation and traffic difficulties in Truro City. It was noted that habitat at Higher Newham Farm might need protection and that a resident in Devoran had requested a bus shelter.

The Chairman thanked Councillor Mrs West for her report

DEVON AND CORNWALL POLICE

PC Nigel Hyde reported that since his last report there had been four crimes in the parish area including theft of a dingy from Loe Beach, a theft from Devoran Quay, theft from Mt Agar in Carnon Downs and damage to a house in Old Carnon Hill.

The Chairman thanked PC Nigel Hyde for his attendance and report

8948      PLANNING

A full list of applications approved by the District Council since the last meeting is set out in Appendix A. 

Decisions on all applications considered for consultation by the Parish Council at this meeting are set out in Appendix B attached.

8949
PLANNING CONSULTATION

Members considered a report, previously circulated, setting out performance on statutory planning consultation over the last six months. It was noted that good performance continued as previously, although there were as usual a number of applications outside the statutory 21-day consultation period. It was noted that this could not be resolved without more frequent planning meetings or greater delegation, neither of which were felt appropriate at this time. Members were reassured that over 1226 residents had now viewed plans at the parish office proving justification for the access point's existence.

8950
PARISH PLAN

The Clerk reported on progress of the parish plan and working and steering group meetings in June and July. It was noted that members had been sent recommendations from working Groups on priorities and progress and of which they would already be aware. The Parish Plan Steering Group on 16th July had met specifically to monitor progress and make recommendations to the parish council.

It was noted that progress on the Plan over the last two years had been good, particularly with regard to roads and transport issues where processes had been ongoing for almost two years. There was however a formidable list of projects to complete to meet residents and council's expectations. The Clerk explained that this would need to be addressed and resources made available if the Plan was to work and summarised recommendations from the parish Plan Steering Group. 

Following some discussion Councillor Mrs Felton proposed the council adopt the following recommendations from the Parish Plan Steering Group on 16th July:

· That the provision in the Plan to provide 20mph limits in local village centres be now prioritised as "high"

· That, subject to the usual professional reports from Officers, the first tranche of resources from the £10,000 provision set aside to support the Parish Plan in 2008/9 be utilised to support

(a) £200 on the initial consultation on the procurement of Village Design and Character Statements for the parish area

(b) £2500 set aside earmarked to support local roads and transport improvements 

(c) £1200 on public notice boards in Devoran and Carnon Downs

(d) £1000 to establish, within normal legal limitations, a small grants scheme to support local groups and societies sustain themselves and provide local benefit to their communities.

(e) £500 to assist with safety provisions at Point Quay.

In addition that £3000 unspent grant monies in the councils accounts be spent in the current year on improvement to local bus stops and timetable information.

This proposal was seconded by Councillor Brock as Chairman of the Other Villages Facilities Group and Councillor Mrs Smeath as Chairman of the Planning and Housing Group and carried by the meeting.

8951
UNITARY AUTHORITY- PILOT PROJECT

The Clerk reported on progress with the One Cornwall Team, and particularly on discussions progressing key matters set out in the Parish Plan.

It was noted that the One Cornwall Team had recognised the special character of the parish council and wished to explore opportunities for the development of the existing planning access point into a more integrated system of service information for the parishioners of the parish area. The Clerk explained that the council had been approached because of their excellent reputation for service delivery, and because they are highly regarded as a progressive authority primarily focussed on the provision of improved services to the local community. It was noted that at this point the Clerk merely needed permission to proceed. Following a question from Councillor Groves the Clerk confirmed that as far as he was aware the proposals would not involve any additional staffing resources, that he would look to recover any minor expenses involved, and that he was prepared to recommend that discussions continue.  Following some discussion Councillor Groves proposed the Clerk be given authority to proceed with a pilot project with the Unitary Authority, if found appropriate, to define improved local service deliveries and access from the parish office. This was seconded by Councillor Mrs Baker and carried by the meeting.

8952
CONSULTATION PROPOSED 20 MPH LIMIT TRAM ROAD AND POINT

Members considered a consultation document from the County Council, previously circulated, setting out proposed new speed limits for the Tram Road and in Point.

The Clerk explained that this proposal had come forward without any prior parish council consultation with the County Council Member, and, although it was within the parish plan, the Roads and Transport group had felt, after some consideration, there were greater priorities at present on which these monies should realistically be spent.  It had also been previously noted, through Police speed monitoring reports, that very little traffic used the Tram Road and that no one had been found actually exceeding the speed limit in this area. It was also noted, as 20mph limits are self-regulating, that this proposal would effectively remove the Tram Road from future Police monitoring. Given these observations the Clerk explained the proposals would cost about £3000 to £4000 and as such it was unlikely that as this point these monies were capable of being spent elsewhere. Following some discussion Councillor Challen proposed that the proposed new speed limit on the Tram Road be approved as set out. This was seconded by Councillor Mrs West and carried by the meeting.

8953
MEMBERS TRAINING

The Clerk referred to previous reports and Part 2 of the "Good Councillors Guide", previously circulated. He asked any members who had further questions not to hesitate to contact him.

The Clerk also referred to a form on which he had asked members to specify their further training requirements. It was noted that only six members had replied and that at this point unless more members returned their requirements it would be very difficult to establish the programme the council had previously requested.

The Clerk drew Members attention to a joint One Cornwall, CALC and SLCC questionnaire also being circulated for members attention and asked that this be completed as soon as practicable and returned to him.

8954
PROPERTY SURVEY REPORT

Members considered a report, previously circulated, summarising the 2008 property survey.  The Clerk explained that this year the report also summarised all repair and maintenance and maintenance contracts, which provided a better focus for budgetary control.  It was noted that the overall maintenance issues identified this year amounted to £26,246, that the budget provision was only £14,606 leading to a shortfall finance to support the works of £11640. In the circumstances recommendations were made to defer items that did not involve public safety.  Following some discussion Councillor Groves proposed the Council carry forward works identified in the 2008 property report in the sum of £17,924, but that work identified as necessary to paint the parish office and improve the heating system, replace the steps to Chycoose Beach and renew Council notice boards in the total sum of £8322 be deferred for incorporation into the 2009 budget report, and that the budget shortfall for other urgent works to maintain public safety be undertaken this year the cost to be recovered, if appropriate, from the Precept for 2009/10.  This was seconded by Councillor Langdon and carried by the meeting.

8955
AUDIT OF 2007/8 ACCOUNTS

The Clerk explained that the Accounts and Audit Regulations required that he report to Council on completion of the annual audit of the council's accounts. It was noted that for the tenth year there were no issues to report on the council's financial or their governance arrangements. It was noted that the District Auditor had signed the Audit Report on 4th July 2008.  In effect the accounts had been compiled, published, and audited within three months. The Clerk explained that many parish councils were not pleased with this kind of deadline, however, the state of the council's financial affairs is very often a reflection of their competence. Given that financial management has to flow from one year to the next it is important the accounts are completed early to provide focus for the council's finances in the subsequent year. The Clerk also expressed the view that the council's good governance arrangements were as a result of clarity of purpose and the good relationships that were ongoing between the Council the Chairman and the Clerk and his staff.

Councillor Groves proposed the council note the external Audit Report for 2007/8 and that thanks be expressed to the Clerk. This was seconded by Councillor Mrs Baker and carried by the meeting.

8956      ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT

The Clerk circulated the attached list at Appendix C showing accounts for payment for July amounted to £5359.57, and income of 104.76. Councillor Brock proposed the accounts be approved for payment and cheques signed accordingly. This was seconded by Councillor Mrs Baker and carried by the meeting.

S100A LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1972

Councillor Brock proposed that the press and public be excluded from the discussion on  the following item on the basis of the likely disclosure of exempt information under the Local Government Act. This was seconded by Councillor Groves and carried by the meeting.

Councillor's Langdon and Mrs Woolcock declared a likely personal interest in the following matter and therefore took no part in the discussions or voting on it.

HOUSING SITES SUITABLE FOR DEVELOPMENT IN THE PARISH AREA

Members considered a confidential report, previously circulated, setting out the council's current policies on housing in the parish area and the rationale for the embodiment of housing issues in the parish plan. It was noted that the council had been supporting the provision of affordable homes within the parish area for some time based on firm ideas for their potential location, the number of units that should be built to satisfy local need and the sustainability of building in local settlements. Full details of the background to this policy and extracts of the parish plan were available for member's consideration.

The Clerk reminded members that joint working arrangements with the District Council had been ongoing for some time to complete a housing survey, to evaluate the results and make amendments to the District Council's Local Needs Register. More recently informal discussion had been focussed on preferred sites for development. The Clerk explained that these discussions had reached the stage where it was appropriate for members to consider a report from the District Council on their Housing Strategies and the sites being considered for development.

Mr Marsden, a Housing Officer from the District Council, thanked the council for the opportunity to consult on possible future housing provision within the parish area.  He explained that at present, as a result of the efforts by the parish council, the Housing Needs Register more accurately identified local need for affordable homes within the parish area. The exercise to consult with the parish council on the evolution of suitable sites within the parish plan would hopefully be an ongoing part of a working partnership to see homes actually built over future years. Investigations so far had only identified where that need might be met by local provision in or near local settlements. So far there had been no discussion with land owners, but professional investigations had been undertaken to establish which local sites were unsuitable for development and those few which might be capable of sustaining a small number of affordable homes. It was important to note that at this point no decisions had been made on which sites should be further investigated and that as the parish council's support would be essential, it was important that their views were made clear at this time.

Members considered a detailed report, previously circulated, setting out which local sites had been investigated, which had been eliminated, which might be worthy of further consideration, and which might be investigated with landowners. It was noted at this point that no public consultations would be held until it was clear that there was a practical way forward for both the District Council, the Landowners and the Parish Council, and further reports would be made to the parish council as matters progressed.
Following a lengthy discussion Councillor Richards proposed that the council thank Mr Marsden for his attendance and professional report and that sites identified in Carnon Downs as potentially suitable for future development as affordable homes for local people be further investigated by the District Council, and that further reports be made to the parish council before public consultation. This was seconded by Councillor Mrs Felton and carried by the meeting. 

Councillor Challen proposed that sites be investigated in Devoran, near the school, to provide a small number of affordable homes to meet local need in the village. This was seconded by Councillor Mrs Baker and carried by the meeting.

The Chairman thanked Mr Marsden for his attendance and report.
8957     DATE OF NEXT MEETING.  15th September 2008, Feock Parish Office at 7.15pm. 

APPENDIX A

PLANNING DECISIONS MADE BY CARRICK DISTRICT

    COUNCIL SINCE THE LAST MEETING 16TH JUNE 2008

APPROVALS

1. TRELISSICK MANSION (HOUSE) KING HARRY FERRY ROAD, FEOCK.

Separation of existing foul and storm water drainage system. New external pipework/guttering -The Parish Council had no objection to these proposals as set out. -Meeting 14th April 2008.

2.
MRS E. GRANT, 27 CHYCOOSE PARC, POINT, DEVORAN.

Erection of rear extension -The Parish Council had no objection to this proposal as set out-Meeting 12th May 2008.

3.
MR & MRS B. STEWARD, WINDRUSH, PENPOL, FEOCK.

Proposed front extension to existing bungalow -The Parish Council had no objection to this proposal as set out -Meeting 12th May 2008.

4.
MR & MRS GRUBB, FOURTURNINGS, FEOCK.

Erection of two-storey extension -The Parish Council had no objection to this proposal as set out -Meeting 12th May 2008.

5.
MR B. POPE, LAND AT FEOCK.

Demolition and reconstruction of existing store and new agricultural shed-The Parish Council had no objection to these proposals in principal, but did not wish to see this application positively determined without justification for the additional shed-Meeting 12th May 2008.

6.
CARRICK HOUSING, CARRICK HOUSE, PYDAR STREET, TRURO.

Erection of shed on grassed area to south side of 15/16 Carnon Crescent-The Parish Council had no objection to this proposal as set out-Meeting 16th June 2008.

7. MR ADAM & MRS ANNICK PEARCE, 2, VALLEY LANE, CARNON DOWNS.

Erection of conservatory to rear- The Parish Council had no objection to this proposal as set out-Meeting 16th June 2008.

8. MR & MRS N. BUSH, DINMORE, STAGGY LANE, CARNON DOWNS.

Proposed summer house-The Parish Council had no objection to this proposal as set out-Meeting 16th June 2008.

9.
MR A. STANHOPE, TREGYE MEADOW, TREGYE ROAD, CARNON DOWNS.
Proposed extension to replace conservatory and balconies, and form new first floor balcony- The Parish Council had no objection to these proposals as set out-Meeting 16th June 2008.

10.
MR C. GROSVENOR, GERANIUM COTTAGE, 5, CARCLEW TERRACE, DEVORAN.

Replacement of corrugated asbestos roof sheets with fibre cement slates on rear lean to extension-The Parish Council had no objection to this proposal as set out-Meeting 16th June 2008.

CERTIFICATE OF LAWFULNESS

1.
MR M. DAWES, 4, CARNON CRESCENT, CARNON DOWNS.

Removal of existing hedges and replacement with brick wall two metres in height and one metre in height in front-The Parish Council objected to this proposal as set out-Meeting 12th May 2008.

REFUSALS

1.
MR J. DUVAL, HIGHER TRESITHICK BARN, CARNON DOWNS.

Alterations to existing stable block to form office space and holiday let-The Parish Council had no objection to these proposals as set out-Meeting 12th May 2008.

2.
MR & MRS I. MOINE, CHIRWYN, CARNON DOWNS.

Proposed barn conversion to holiday accommodation and change of use of part agriculture land to domestic curtilage-The Parish Council had no objection to these proposals as set out-Meeting 14th April 2008. 

APPENDIX B

PLANNING APPLICATIONS CONSIDERED ON

21ST JULY 2008

1. MR LILLICRAP, CARRICK COTTAGE, FEOCK.

Fell one Eucalyptus tree, and one Monterey Pine.
The Parish Council has no objection to these proposals as set out, subject to the observations of Carrick District Council’s Trees officer.

2.
MR D. RUNDDLE, 27, MARKET STREET, DEVORAN.


Replace garage flat roof with pitched, hipped slate covered roof.

The Parish Council has no objection to these proposals as set out.

3.
JUDITH BARRINGTON, ROSEMULLION, TREMARNE CLOSE, FEOCK.

Remove branch from Oak tree.
The Parish Council has no objection to these proposals as set out, subject to the observation of Carrick District Council’s Trees officer.

4. PELLOWS, WASTE DISPOSAL SERVICE LTD, CARNON VALLEY GARAGE, 

CARNON DOWNS.    

Stationing of mobile sludge treatment and dewatering equipment.

The Parish Council has no objection to these proposals as set out.

5.
MR M. DAWES, 4, CARNON CRESCENT, CARNON DOWNS.

Prune seven Holly trees, two Hawthorne and one Oak.
The Parish Council has no objection to these proposals as set out, subject to the observation of Carrick District Council’s Trees officer.

6.
DR & MRS D. WHINNEY, THE CROFT, CARNON CREASE, CARNON DOWNS.

Proposed extensions and replacement of conservatory roof with slates


The Parish Council has no objection to these proposals as set out.

7.
MR & MRS I. BENNETT, CALOUNDRA, PENPOL, DEVORAN.

Demolition of existing dwelling and erection of replacement dwelling on alternative siting and retention of existing triple garage.


The Parish Council has no objection to these proposals as set out.

8. 
MR S. HENDRA, TREVELLA FARM, VALLEY LANE, CARNON DOWNS.


PVC conservatory to rear of property.


The Parish Council has no objection to these  proposals as set out.

9. MR A. LIGHT, 31, ST JOHNS TERRACE, DEVORAN.

Increase in height of section of boundary wall on eastern elevation.


The Parish Council has no objection to this proposal as set out.

10.
MR M. ATKINSON, DOLPHIN LODGE, TROLVER CROFT.


Erection of two storey replacement dwelling.


The Parish Council has no objection to these proposals as set out.

11.
MRS W.V.M. LETCHER, SUNNYMEAD, HARCOURT, FEOCK.

Remove dead and dying trunks.

The Parish Council has no objection to these proposals as set out, subject to the observations of Carrick District Council’s Trees Officer.

12. ADAM MILES, ESTATE MAINTENANCE, COPPER OAKS, WELLINGTON PLANTATION, FEOCK.

Fell five Sycamore trees.

The Parish Council has no objection to these proposals as set out, subject to the observations of Carrick District Council’s Trees Officer.

13. N. CLARKE, 2, TREMAYNE CLOSE, DEVORAN.

Prune two oak trees.

The Parish Council has no objection to these proposals as set out, subject to the observations of Carrick District Council’s Trees Officer.

14.
CARRICK DISTRICT COUNCIL, 5, ALM GROVE, FEOCK.

Conversion of existing lounge window into new doorway and installation of disabled ramped access to the doorway.


The Parish Council has no objection to these proposals as set out.

WITHDRAWN APPLICATION

1. MR R. HENDERSON, LAND REAR OF DOZMERE CLOSE, FEOCK.

Erection of bungalow and garage without complying with condition seven of PA07/0913/06/R to the suspended concrete Access Bridge.

2. FEOCK PARISH COUNCIL, SPORTS FIELD, TREGYE ROAD, CARNON DOWNS.

Renewal of application PA07/0087/08/G

