MEETING  NO. 970

Minutes of the FEOCK PARISH COUNCIL Meeting held on Monday 18th February 2008 at Feock Parish Council Office at 7.15pm.

Members Present

WARDS
CARNON DOWNS
DEVORAN

FEOCK



J H H Langdon

Mrs S M Baker

C J B Taylor



P Tunnicliffe

Mrs K Blenheim-Hassett
Mrs A D Smeath


Mrs S E Felton

J H Challen

J D Brock

R E Richards




K Hambly-Staite



Mrs J Woolcock






In Attendance



A D Truan. Clerk to the Council



Mrs J Silcox. West Briton Reporter



District Councillors Mrs L West, T Hill and S Chamberlain



Pc N Hyde, Devon and Cornwall Police



Chairman of Carrick District Council, Councillor F J Dyer



Mr T Light, Managing Director, King Harry Ferry Company



6 Local Electors

CHAIRMAN:  Councillor C J B Taylor 

During the Public Session before the meeting:

Mr Martin reported on problematical traffic issues in Devoran Lane, and particularly poor warning signs of the new school, and traffic speeding within the new 20mph limit.  Mr Martin also felt it would be useful if the old footpath along the A39 could be utilised as a formal footpath.

The Chairman thanked Mr Martin for his attendance and observations and confirmed they would be relayed to the County Council.

Mr Crocker spoke against a planning application for development proposals at 21, Chycoose Parc, Pointon the basis he felt that the proposed height and bulk would be contrary to the street scene, cause loss of privacy to neighbours, and create a precedent in an area of High Amenity. The Chairman thanked Mr Crocker for his attendance and observations and confirmed they would be taken into account during the formal council proceedings.

Mr Nightingale spoke against a planning application for development proposals at Carnon Downs Filling Station. He explained that the Parish Plan had set clear objectives to reduce the impact of traffic through the village and improve local character and design. Some opportunities had already been lost over the last twelve months, and this particular application represented another opportunity to influence a development which might otherwise have an adverse affect on the local character of the village. Mr Nightingale felt these proposals represented gross over development of the site, would have an unacceptable affect on the character of the village and the street scene and be too close to the road and adjoining neighbours.  

Mrs Shaw as an adjoining neighbour expressed her concern at the proximity of the proposals to her property.

The Chairman thanked Mr Nightingale and Mrs Shaw for their attendance and observations and confirmed they would be taken into account during the formal council proceedings.
8869      MINUTES
Councillor Hambly-Staite proposed that the minutes of the Council meeting held on 14th January 2008, as circulated, be confirmed as a true record and signed by the Chairman. This was seconded by Councillor Mrs Blenheim-Hassett and carried by the meeting.

8870     MATTERS OF REPORT

REPORTS FROM MEMBERS

There were no reports from Members on this occasion
REPORTS ON PREVIOUS BUSINESS

The Clerk reported that Truro College were now in the process of renewing the joint planning proposals agreed by the council and the college some years ago, and that the opportunity would be taken start to clearly define what use the community might make of these facilities in the future. A meeting would be arranged with the College as soon as possible.

The Clerk explained that arrangements had been made, in accordance with council policy and budget, to make a financial contribution of £75 to the County Playing Fields Association again in 2008/9

The Clerk confirmed that the County Council had now confirmed that the proposed Weight Restrictions for Carnon Downs Village had now been approved and arrangements were being put in place to implement the scheme.  It was noted that the next meeting of the Parish Plan Transport Group would be held on 22nd February to carry forward other issues in the Parish Plan for Carnon Downs.

The Clerk explained that the Restronguet Creek Society had asked if they might remove wrecks from foreshores owned by the parish council. It was noted that this had been identified for action within the Parish Plan, and subject to following proper procedures, and that the Society would meet the costs, he had confirmed the council would raise no objections.

Further to previous reports the Clerk confirmed that the council's consultants had now completed investigations into the exact location of the mineshaft at Trolver Croft, and had undertaken the works within the council's budget of £1000. It was noted that the shaft had not been secured by other means than back filling and that it was important it be properly secured to protect personal safety in the area as soon as possible. Given the circumstances it would now be necessary to request the consultants to prepare quotes for the two main methods of securing the site, following which the council would have to consider the financing arrangements.

Following a request from Councillor Brock at the last council meeting, the Clerk reported on information he had received from the Harbour Authority on proposed increases in King Harry Ferry River crossing fees. The Clerk explained the legislative background to the Harbour Undertaking, its independence from the District Council, its legal obligations, and it's financing arrangements. With regard to the latter it was noted that if the Harbour Authority was not self-financing any deficit would fall on local council taxpayers. It was also noted that Harbour income had been badly affected over recent years and, as a result, fees and charges had increased for moorings, other use of the River, and measures were being taken to diversify uses of local facilities to attract more income. It was further noted, from the formal committee reports to the Harbours Board at the District Council, that the original proposals to increase charges to the Ferry Company to 10p per car per crossing had been reduced to a charge of 6p per crossing to be implemented over the next three years at 2p per annum. This charge had been based on the assumption that it could be passed onto customers currently paying between £1.80 and £4.50 per crossing without causing any customer resistance or additional traffic on local roads. The Clerk explained that this matter was currently the subject of an Appeal and that if the council were minded to support the Appeal much more information would need to be available from both sides, so that adequate evidence could be submitted to a Hearing. 

At this point, following a proposal by Councillor Brock, seconded by Councillor Mrs Smeath, the meeting was adjourned to give Mr Tim Light, the Managing Director of the King Harry Ferry Company the opportunity to speak.

Mr Light explained that he was Appealing against the proposals to levy these proposed increased fees because they represented an abnormal increase in charges, from £650 to £6000 per annum, which he considered wholly unreasonable given that the proposed charge is out of line with other ferries elsewhere, that the Ferry does not use Harbour facilities other than the fundus, that the Ferry represented little risk, and caused little or no damage to the fundus. Mr Light also felt aggrieved that the Harbour Authority had not used revenue from the sale of shares in the Company to mitigate part of the proposed increase, and that other River users would not bear similar increases. He therefore asked the council to support his opposition to the proposed increases.

Councillor Brock proposed the Council support the King Harry Ferry Company in principle in its opposition to current proposed increases in River fees on the basis they seem unfair and unreasonable, and that income from the sale of shares in the Company were not apparently used to mitigate the increases over a period of years. This was seconded by Councillor Mrs Smeath and carried by the meeting.

The Chairman thanked Mr Light for his attendance.

8871
CHAIRMAN OF CARRICK DISTRICT COUNCIL

The Chairman of the Parish Council welcomed Councillor F J Dyer, Chairman of the District Council, to the council meeting and invited him to speak.

District Councillor Dyer thanked the Chairman and explained he was visiting all parish councils in the area to learn more about how they operate and what their aspirations are for the future.  He explained that Council Tax would increase by around 2.5% for District Council purposes in 2008/9 and spoke to advise on the abolition of the District and County Councils and the setting up of the Unitary Authority for Cornwall from April 2009. He was concerned particularly about possible set up costs, the cost of redundancies, and the possible workload on new members, all of which were currently under discussions and review. Councillor Dyer thanked the council for giving him the opportunity to attend and speak, which he considered a privilege.

The Chairman thanked Councillor Dyer for his attendance and his informative report.

8872      APOLOGIES

Apologies were received from Councillors Groves, and County Councillor Currie.

8873
CURRENT REPORTS

CORNWALL COUNTY COUNCIL

Having tendered his apologies there was no report from County Councillor Currie on this occasion.

CARRICK DISTRICT COUNCIL

Councillor Mrs West thanked the council for a copy of the Parish Plan, which she felt to be excellent.  Meetings attended since the last parish council meeting included that connected with the enhancement of the industrial estate at St Agnes, a Housing Growth Workshop and the Truro and Threemilestone Area Action Plan. Following issues raised by local residents Councillor Mrs West had followed up street lighting issues and complaints of speeding traffic on Point Road.  Following complaints from the owner, Councillor Mrs West was following up apparent lack of action by Planning Officers regarding development proposals at Carnon Downs Garden Centre.

Councillor Chamberlain reported he had now been elected Chairman of the Unitary Authority Localism Committee, and that much work was ongoing to define Area Networks, and possible one-stop-shops.  The Local Development Framework Committee was currently examining a Cornwall Wide Strategy and Area Action Plan and a Rural Housing Allocations Document.  With regard to issues related to the King Harry Ferry, Councillor Chamberlain explained his conflict of interest and asked that be noted by the parish council.

Councillor Hill reported he was also following up issues related to the Carnon Downs Garden Centre. In the meanwhile Planning issues had been relatively quiet. He expressed his pleasure that the District Council Council Tax increase had been limited to 2.5% this year which it was expected would be relatively well received locally.
The Chairman thanked District Council Members for their attendance and informative reports.

DEVON AND CORNWALL POLICE

PC Nigel Hyde reported on four crimes since his last repor, including theft of tools in Carnon Downs, theft of lead in Devoran, theft of diesel in the Bissoe Valley, and a domestic assault in Devoran.  PC Hyde also circulated notes on his recent speed checks in Carnon Downs followed up as part of the Parish Plan and the Police PACT initiative. It was noted, in summary, that from two checks between 35% and 37% of vehicles were travelling well in excess of the speed limit in Quenchwell Road leaving the village.  In similar checks in Forth Coth between 21% and 22% of vehicles were regularly in excess of prosecution limits.  Conversely it had been ascertained from a further speed check in Old Carnon Hill that only 2 vehicles from a check of 230 were exceeding limits for prosecution.  Checks would continue. 

On behalf of the Parish Plan Transport Group Councillor Mrs Felton thanked PC Hyde for the quality and extent of speeding enforcement checks he had undertaken over recent months, and expressed the view this was making a major contribution to opportunities for improving road safety in the area. The Chairman also thanked PC Hyde for his attendance and report, his ongoing good work in the community, and the exceptional level of support he had given the parish council over recent months.

8874      PLANNING DECISIONS

A complete list of decisions made by the District Council since the last meeting is set out in Appendix A attached.

8875       PLANNING APPLICATIONS

Decisions on all applications considered for consultation by the Parish Council at this 
meeting are as set out in Appendix B attached.

8876
OTHER PLANNING MATTERS

APPEALS

The Clerk reported that an Appeal had been made against refusal of various tree works at Trekelly, Trevilla Road, Feock, and explained that, as members had deferred determination to the District Council Trees Officer, it was not necessary for the parish council to take any further action.

ENFORCEMENT

The Clerk read a letter from the District Council Enforcement Officer from which it was noted no further action was necessary at Belmont Farm, Devoran.

8877
CASUAL VACANCY DEVORAN WARD

The Clerk read a letter of resignation from Councillor Carrivick as a result of his difficulties with other commitments, and a conflict of interest regarding the former school site in Devoran. It was noted that the vacancy would be referred to the District Council to follow normal electoral processes.

8878
PARISH PLAN PRIORITIES


Members considered a report from an informal council meeting on 31st January, previously circulated, setting out recommendations on priorities for the Parish Plan. The Clerk confirmed that, following any amendments and adoption, the report would form the basis for the allocation of work through the parish office, and through the office with other authorities and agencies. The report would also be recommended to the Parish Plan Steering Group as the basis for monitoring performance with the community. Following some discussion Councillor Mrs Felton proposed that the prioritisation report set out in Appendix D be adopted by the Council and taken forward as the basis for monitoring performance on the Parish Plan. This was seconded by Councillor Hambly-Staite and carried by the meeting.

8879
UNITARY AUTHORITY-TOWN AND PARISH COUNCIL SURVEY


Members considered a report from an informal council meeting on 31st January, previously circulated, setting out the councils response to the Parish and Town Council Survey, a synopsis of services that the parish council would like to undertake under various working arrangements with the Unitary Authority, and a statement on how the council had modernised over the last decade. The Clerk explained that council authority was necessary before the documents could be forwarded to Lead Officers of the new authority. Following some discussion Councillor Mrs Baker proposed the documents set out in Appendix E be forwarded to the Lead Officers for their use in setting out how the parish council would develop future working relationships with the new Unitary Authority. This was seconded by Councillor Richards and carried by the meeting.

8880
PARISH SEAT


The Clerk read a letter from a local resident of Carnon Downs who had offered to donate a seat to the parish council in memory of his deceased wife. The Clerk explained that in a conversation he had suggested to the resident that if the parish council considered various locations for the seat any final decision on its location could rest with the resident. Following some discussion Councillor Mrs Felton proposed that the seat be used for aesthetic improvement in Carnon Downs. This was seconded by Councillor Richards and carried by the meeting. 

8881
CONTRACTS


The Clerk reported quotes for grasscutting at Devoran Playing Field and Pest Cntrol at the Parish Office. Following some discussion Councillor Langdon proposed the council accept the quote from EHS to cut the grass on Devoran Playing Field for two years to the same standard as other grass cutting throughout the parish area, and that the quote from Be-Ta-Pest be accepted as set out. This was seconded by Councillor Mrs Blenheim-Hassett and carried by the meeting.

8882
ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT

Councillor Mrs Woolcock and Councillor Richards declared pecuniary interest in the accounts for payment and took no part in the discussion or voting on them.
The Clerk circulated the attached list at Appendix C showing accounts for payment for February 2008 amounted to £.9847.65 and income of £5413.59. Councillor Langdon proposed the accounts be approved for payment and cheques signed accordingly. This was seconded by Councillor Mrs Blenheim-Hassett and carried by the meeting.

8883
S100A LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1972

Councillor Brock proposed that the press and public be excluded from the discussion of the following item on the basis of the likely disclosure of exempt information under the Local Government Act. This was seconded by Councillor Mrs Woolcock and carried by the meeting.

REQUEST FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE- DEVORAN PRE-SCHOOL GROUP

Members considered a further letter from Devoran Pre-School Playgroup. Following some discussion Councillor Mrs Baker proposed the council agree in principle to a grant of up to £1000 to the Devoran Methodist Chapel for works necessary to upgrade the premises to support the Devoran Pre-School Playgroup, subject to further information on the ability of th eGroup to support the project from their own resources. This was seconded by Councillor Langdon and carried by the meeting.

8884     DATE OF NEXT MEETING  17th March 2008, Parish Office at 7.15pm
APPENDIX A

PLANNING DECISIONS MADE BY CARRICK DISTRICT

    COUNCIL SINCE THE LAST MEETING 14TH JANUARY 2008

APPROVALS

1. MR P. ROE, 2, KNIGHTS MEADOW, CARNON DOWNS.

Extension to provide new bathroom, garage and store. -The Parish Council had no objection to these proposal as set out. -Meeting 14th January 2008.

2. MR D. SELBY, THE CROFT, TROLVER CROFT, FEOCK.

To reduce and thin one Holly tree within a TPO area -The Parish Council had no objection to this proposals as set out, subject to the observationS of Carrick District Council’s Trees Officer-Meeting 14th January 2008.

3. TRETEC LTD, 7, CARNON TERRACE, DEVORAN.

To crown raise four Oak trees within a TPO area - The Parish Council had no objection to these proposals as set out, subject to the observation of Carrick District Council’s Trees Officer-Meeting 14th January 2008.

4. MR D. PICKERING, TREWICK, MOUNT GEORGE ROAD, FEOCK.

Extensions and alterations-amendment to planning decision PA07/2239/06/R -The Parish Council had no objection to these proposals as set out -Meeting 14th January 2008.

5.
MR A. HALLETT, TREMANDA, LA VAGUE, FEOCK.

Fell one Laburnum tree within a TPO area - The Parish Council had no objection to these proposals as set out, subject to the observations of Carrick District Council’s Trees Officer - Meeting 14th January 2008.

6.         MR & MRS HAYWARD, QUADRILLE, TROLVER CROFT, FEOCK.

Proposed extensions and alterations - The Parish Council had no objection to these proposals as set out  - Meeting 14th January 2008.

7.
MRS A. WILLIAMS, 17, BELMONT TERRACE, DEVORAN.

Extension and alterations to rear of existing property – The Parish Council objected to these proposals as set out – Meeting 14th January 2008.

REFUSALS

1.
MRS A LIGHT, 31, ST JOHNS TERRACE, DEVORAN.

Erection of boundary fence and trellis work wooden fence 1.2m high on top of stone wall to make total height of 2.5m -The Parish Council had no objection to these proposals as set out-Meeting 14th January 2008.

2. MR HODGSON, WOODLEA, PENELEWEY, FEOCK.

Various tree works – The Parish Council had no objection to these proposals as set out, subject to the observations of Carrick District Council’s Trees Officer-Meeting 14th January 2008.

Carrick District Council refused consent for the works to the trees referred to as T2 and T5 in this application, but granted consent for works to the trees referred to as T1, T3, T4, and G6.

3.
WESTERN TREE SURGEONS, TURNSTONES, LOE BEACH, FEOCK.   

Tree works within a TPO area - The Parish Council had no objection to these proposals as set out, subject to the observation of Carrick District Council’s Trees Officer-Meeting 14th January 2008.

Carrick District Council refused consent for the works to the tree referred to as T4 in this application, but granted consent for works to the trees referred to as T1, T2, T3 and T5.

4.
DR & MRS D. WHINNEY, THE CROFT, CARNON CREASE, CARNON DOWNS.

Proposed extensions and replacement of conservatory roof with tiles – The Parish Council had no objection to these proposals as set out – Meeting 14th January 2008.

5.
DR & MRS D. WHINNEY, THE CROFT, CARNON CREASE, CARNON DOWNS.

Construction of replacement garage, workshop, wc and store building - The Parish Council had no objection to these proposals as set out - Meeting 14th January 2008.

        APPENDIX B

PLANNING APPLICATIONS CONSIDERED ON

18TH FEBRUARY 2008

1. MR & MRS D. NUTE, LITTLE TREGEW, OLD KEA, FEOCK.

Construction of agricultural store and associated works.

The Parish Council has no objection in principle to these proposals subject to their continued use for agricultural purposes

2.
MR & MRS J. DOBSON, GULLIVERS, RESTRONGUET POINT, FEOCK.


Retention of timber summer house.

The Parish Council has no objection to these proposals as set out.

3.
MR B. POPE, RIVER COURT, PENPOL, DEVORAN.

Proposed internal alterations and kitchen extension to south west elevation, double pitched roof over existing garage and new canopy over altered entrance to north east elevation and main roof extended to the south west elevation.

The Parish Council has no objection to these proposals as set out.

4.        MR & MRS C.N. BOYNS, 21, CHYCOOSE PARC, POINT, DEVORAN.

Extensions to dwelling and garage, and replacement conservatory.
The Parish Council has serious objections to these proposals on the basis they represent over development of the site, will have an adverse and contrary effect on the street scene, involve an unacceptable increase on a plot in a High Amenity Area, will cause loss of privacy to adjoining neighbours, add to traffic difficulties on a small local road, and create a precedent for this particular area. 

5.         MR & MRS C.N. YOUNG, THE OLD COACH HOUSE, DEVORAN.  

Erection of dwelling.
The Parish Council has serious objections to these proposals, as they will involve extending the current Settlement Boundary contrary to issues set out in the Local Plan and the emerging Local Development Framework

6.        MR & MRS C. VAUGHAN, BROADWATER, POINT, DEVORAN.

Replacement dwelling.

The Parish Council has serious objections to these proposals on the basis the proposed building will cause loss of light and privacy to adjoining neighbours, is an abnormally and inappropriate size in relation to the original footprint, and is generally out of character with the existing street scene.

7.        MRS J. PEARCE, NANVIVIAN, LOE BEACH, FEOCK.

Raise roof height to lean-to section rear of building

The Parish Council has no objection to these proposals as set out.

8.        R.N. HOWELL, HARCOURT FARM, FEOCK.

Fell one Macrocarpa tree.
The Parish Council has no objection to these proposals subject to the observation of Carrick District  Councils Trees Officer.

9.        DR I. ARUNKUMAR, OAK TREE HOUSE, CARNON CERSCENT, CARNON DOWNS.

Erection of conservatory.
The Parish Council has no objection to these proposals as set out.

10.        MR P.J. WILSON, PETER HOUSE, FEOCK.

Extension to bedroom over existing ground floor entrance hall.

The Parish Council has no objection to these proposals as set out.

11.
MR A. GRUBB, FOURTURNINGS, FEOCK.


Erection of two storey extension.
The Parish Council has no objection to these proposals as set out.

12.
MR A. BERRY, CROSSWAYS, FORTH COTH, CARNON DOWNS.


Conversion of dwelling into two dwellings.

The Parish Council has no objection to these proposals as set out.

13. MR & MRS BIBEY, WHITE LODGE, 3, KILLIWITH, 

Erection of two storey extension and replacement conservatory.


The Parish Council has no objection to these proposals as set out.

14. MR B. WICKS, VILLA PENDOHAN, PENPOL, DEVORAN.

Proposed conversion of garage to part of dwelling and erection of extensions.

The Parish Council has no objection in principle to these proposals, however there are difficulties with adjoining neighbours and would wish to see these resolved as far as possible.

15. MCNAIR DEVELOPMENTS, CARNON DOWNS FILLING STATION, CARNON DOWNS.

Demolition of existing garage and erection of six flats. 

The Parish Council has serious objections to these proposals on the basis that the bulk and size of the development will represent a gross overdevelopment of the site and be out of keeping in the existing street scene. Due to the prominence of this site it is also felt that the current proposals will have an unacceptable affect on the general character of the village due to their compromised design, and being too close to the road and adjoining neighbours. The Parish Council does not have any objection in principle to change of use of the site, however, when acceptable proposals come forward the Parish Council would wish to enter into dialogue with District Council on using S106 powers to bring direct benefit to Carnon Downs to address issues set out in the new Parish Plan including road improvements, sporting and recreational facilities, and the provision of 50% affordable homes. 

WITHDRAWN APPLICATION

1.
MR M. ATKINSON, DOLPHIN LODGE, TROLVER CROFT, FEOCK

Addition of first floor to existing 1960’s bungalow.

