MEETING  NO. 976
Minutes of the FEOCK PARISH COUNCIL MEETING held on 16th September 2008

at Feock Parish Council Office at 7.15pm.

Members  Present

WARDS
CARNON DOWNS

DEVORAN

FEOCK



Mrs S E Felton


Mrs S M Baker

Mrs A D Smeath


P Tunnicliffe


J Challen

K Hambly-Staite


Mrs J Woolcock


Mrs E M West

C J B Taylor






Mrs K Blenheim-Hassett


In  Attendance



A.Truan Clerk To the Council 



County Councillor Currie



District Councillors T Hill and Mrs L West



Pc N Hyde. D & C Police



Mrs J Silcox. West Briton Reporter



6 Local Electors.

CHAIRMAN:  Councillor C J B Taylor

During the public session:

Mr Mountford, speaking for Devoran Gig Club, referred to the agenda item for council, and his discussions with the Clerk and explained the Gig Club were grateful for the help given so far by the parish council. The Chairman thanked residents for their views and confirmed, as there were no other issues that Council was in formal session.  

8958      MINUTES

Councillor Keith Hambly-Staite proposed that the minutes of the Council Meeting held on 21st July 2008, as circulated, be confirmed as a true record and signed by the Chairman. This was seconded by Councillor Mrs Smeath and carried by the meeting.

8959
MATTERS ARISING


REPORTS FROM MEMBERS

There were no reports from members following their attendance on outside bodies on this occasion. 

REPORTS ON PREVIOUS AND ONGOING BUSINESS

The Clerk reported that the tree planting works element of the Carnon Gate road improvement scheme was delayed last year but would commence in October 2008.
Further to previous reports the Clerk explained that Enforcement and Planning Officers had now visited Carnon Downs Garden Centre to review compliance with Planning Conditions for the site. It was noted that drainage works, tarmac of the lorry turning area, car park marking and landscaping works were subject to ongoing review. The Clerk confirmed he would continue to monitor the situation.

The Chairman reported that he had visited Trolver Croft with the council's contractor to review works to fence the council's mineshaft. It was noted that the works had been completed satisfactorily and within budget.

The Clerk explained he had been pleased to assist Councillor Hill in the administration of grant aided funds to the Village Halls in Feock and Carnon Downs. 

8960     APOLOGIES
Apologies were received from Councillors Groves, Brock, Langdon, and Richards and District Councillor Chamberlain.

8961
CURRENT REPORTS


CORNWALL COUNTY COUNCIL

County Councillor Currie reported that discussions were ongoing with Officers and residents concerning a 20mph limit on Old Carnon Hill, Carnon Downs.  County Council support for village post offices was still under consideration.  Councillor Currie explained that One Cornwall continued to place great demands on time and resources, and there was some concern about financial control.

The Chairman thanked Councillor Currie for his attendance and report


CARRICK DISTRICT COUNCIL

District Councillor West reported her attendance at the District Council presentation on the Tall Ships Regatta. It was noted that meetings would now diminish as the District Council ran toward dissolution. Mrs West advised on the pending public consultation on the Devoran Conservation Area Management Plan, and explained that the Cabinet at Carrick supported possible outreach services for the Post Office in Devoran.

Mrs West was concerned that residents concerns about a bus shelter in Devoran were being ignored by the parish council.

Mrs West also reported on planning applications at Devoran Metals, The Stables in Bissoe Road, and at Quenchwell Chapel.

It was noted that pre-planning procedures were being reviewed and that further meetings would be held.

Mrs West explained that she had approached Devoran Playing Field Committee with potential grant aid but there had not been time to progress the application, so the opportunity had been lost.

The Clerk reminded Members that a bus shelter and stops in Devoran was under review within the Parish Plan. Research would be undertaken within the current time scales set out in the parish plan in the normal professional way to establish the cost, the location, the likely usage and the design. The provision had been made in years 3 to 5 of the plan to ensure some certainty about the current bus services.  The Chairman thanked Councillor Mrs West for her report

District Councillor Hill reported on the boundary review of the Unitary Authority, the number of elected members and when the elections were likely to be held. It was noted that might now be September or October 2009.

Councillor Hill confirmed that the Unitary Authority would become legally established on 1st April 2009, and that the Interim Executive would remain in place until four days after the first election for the new council. It was possible that District Councillors might be co-opted to fulfil certain functions while interim arrangements are in place.

Councillor Hill reflected on the support given by the parish council to help with the distribution of grant aid locally to two village halls. Devoran Village Hall had been unable to submit an application within the very tight time constraints. Councillor Hill explained he had now distributed over £25000 to his Ward.

Councillor Hill also reflected on his attendance at the opening ceremony for Devoran School, his attendance at a leadership course and general council work, which continued to impose challenges.

The Chairman thanked District Councillor Hill for his report.

DEVON AND CORNWALL POLICE

PC Nigel Hyde reported on 19 crimes since the last meeting including vehicle damage in Devoran, theft of canoes from Devoran Quay, theft of copper pipe within Feock. theft of cabling in Devoran, and theft of garden furniture in Carnon Downs.  In August an outboard engine was stolen from Loe Beach, a caravan entered in Old Carnon Hill, there was theft from a building site in Feock, and theft from a boat in a local garden. Also in August there was criminal damage to a bollard at Feock, a burglary at Devoran Village Hall, and theft and damage to boats on Devoran Quay. Garden ornaments were also stolen in Carnon Downs and tools stolen in Feock. A horses tail was cut in Carnon Downs between 7th and 8th August and during early September there was an assault in Carnon Downs and a burglary in Feock. 
The Chairman thanked PC Nigel Hyde for his attendance and report

8962      PLANNING

Councillor Mrs West explained it was appropriate to declare an interest in Planning matters arising from her current role as a District Councillor, and, as a result, she would take no part in discussion or voting on planning items until that role ceased.

A full list of applications approved by the District Council since the last meeting is set out in Appendix A. 

Decisions on all applications considered for consultation by the Parish Council at this meeting are set out in Appendix B attached.

8963
PLANNING APPEALS

The Clerk reported on the dismissal of the Appeal against refusal to fell an oak tree in Boxheater Wood, and a new Appeal made following refusal of an application at 19, St Johns Terrace, Devoran.  It was noted that the parish council had deferred judgement on both of these applications to the District Council so no further representations were necessary.

8964
PARISH PLAN

The Clerk reported on the parish plan working group meetings to be held in September, and explained that agendas would be circulated in the normal way.
8965
UNITARY AUTHORITY- PILOT PROJECT

The Clerk reported on progress with the One Cornwall Team, and particularly on discussions progressing key matters set out in the Parish Plan.

It was noted that the One Cornwall Team and the Clerk had come to an agreement that the initial proposal for enhancement of the local community hub would add nothing to that already in place, and so it had been agreed the parish council community hub would continue to function in the normal way.

The Clerk explained that it would be important over coming weeks to define how the parish council wished to pursue its aims to ensure continuity of progress with issues set out in the parish plan. It would necessary to share philosophies with working groups during September and meet again with Unitary Authority representatives in October and possibly in November. 

8966
DEVORAN GIG CLUB

Members considered a document, previously circulated, from Devoran Gig Club. The Club, in seeking premises for their gigs asked for support from the parish council to continue to publicise the search, explore council's personal contacts, contacts with other local authorities, and investigate the possibility of a partnership with the parish council to purchase and maintain a facility for the Club.

The Chairman explained that the council had already advertised the needs of the Gig Club, and that extending those needs to other contacts would be possible. However, at this point the parish council would be unable to demonstrate the legal powers to carry any proposals forward. There were only very limited opportunities to utilise council land, all of which would be either impractical or impossible from planning perspectives.

The Chairman was of the opinion that the County Council might be in the position to identify an area of land surplus to their requirements and that the Gig Club might wish to follow their enquiries through the County Councillor. Following some discussion Councillor Mrs Baker proposed the council continue to support advertising for the need for premises for Devoran Gig Club, and that no further action be taken by the parish council at this time.

This was seconded by Councillor Mrs Woolcock and carried by the meeting.

8967
SMALL GRANTS SCHEME

Members considered a report, previously circulated, setting out details of a small grants scheme that had been approved in principle by the council at their last meeting. Following some discussion Councillor Tunnicliffe proposed that the small grants scheme be approved as set out in the Clerk's report and that it be implemented from 1st October 2008.  This was seconded by Councillor Mrs Baker and carried by the meeting.

8968
CONSULTATION- SPEED LIMITS ON TRAM ROAD DEVORAN

Councillor Challen declared an interest in this item and took no part in the discussion or voting.

Members considered a consultation document setting out an extension of the existing speed limit proposals in Devoran to include Quay Road.  Following some discussion Councillor Mrs Baker proposed the Council endorse the extension of the 20mph speed limit on the Tram Road to include Quay Road Devoran, and that a further request be made to extend the limits into Greenbank Road. This was seconded by Councillor Mrs Blenheim-Hassett and carried by the meeting.

8969
CONSULTATION- LOE HILL WEIGHT RESTRICTION

Members considered a consultation document, previously circulated, setting out details of proposed waiting restrictions on Loe Hill.  Councillor Mrs Felton, as Chairman of the Parish Plan Transport Group, expressed her concern that this scheme was not in the parish plan, had not been seen by anyone as a priority and would utilise resources that might be better spent elsewhere. Following some discussion Councillor Mrs Felton proposed this item be referred to the Parish Plan Transport Working party for determination. This was seconded by Councillor Mrs Woolcock and carried by the meeting.

8970
ALLOTMENTS

Members considered a report, previously circulated, setting out the legal background and the implications of providing allotments in the parish area.

The Chairman drew attention to the present uncertainties and the potential ways forward. Following some discussion Councillor Tunnicliffe proposed the council form a working party comprising Chairman and Vice Chairman of the council and Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the Parish Plan Other Village Facilities Group and the Clerk, with those local residents who have expressed an interest in an allotment to investigate the practicalities of taking matters forward, and that a feasibility study be undertaken by this group to make recommendations to the parish council on taking matters to a conclusion. This was seconded by Councillor Mrs Smeath and carried by the meeting.

8971
CONSULTATION- METHODOLOGY SCOPING REPORT- HOUSING LAND AVAILABILITY


The Clerk referred to a prescribed government document that had been refined by all six District Council's in Cornwall for future use in assessing the amount of land available for housing development. The main purpose of the assessment would be to identify sites with potential for housing, assess their suitability and when they might be capable for development.  The Clerk reminded Members that the District Council and the Parish Council were already working together to establish those areas of land that were felt suitable and it would be important to make sure that all of this good work was not overlooked in the evolution of this strategy.  It was noted that a response would be necessary by 29th September. Following some discussion Councillor Mrs Smeath proposed the council make a response to this document to agree with its general philosophy and to ensure that due cognisance be given in the eventual assessment to all of the good work undertaken between the District Council and the Parish Council since 2002.  This was seconded by Councillor Hambly-Staite and carried by the meeting. 

8972     ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT

Councillor Mrs Woolcock declared an interest in this item and took no part in the discussion or voting.

The Clerk circulated the attached list at Appendix C showing accounts for payment for August and September amounted to £6427.07, and income of £596.00. Councillor Mrs Baker proposed the accounts be approved for payment and cheques signed accordingly. This was seconded by Councillor Mrs Felton and carried by the meeting.

8973
S100A LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1972

Councillor Hamkbly-Staite proposed that the press and public be excluded from the discussion on the following item on the basis of the likely disclosure of exempt information under the Local Government Act. This was seconded by Councillor Mrs Woolcock and carried by the meeting.

PARISH OFFICE STAFFING ARRANGEMENTS

Members considered a confidential report, previously circulated, setting out the background to existing staffing arrangements, and a review of current working hours. The report highlighted that at this point no account had been taken of any possible demands as a result of an enhanced role for the parish council working with the Unitary Authority, or the time necessary for the parish council to become designated as a Quality Parish Council. 

The current review highlighted deficiencies in the existing working hours arrangements and particularly those that would be necessary to support the delivery of the parish plan. The review also highlighted the existing finance to support the Plan, including staffing arrangements and possible alternative courses of action. Following some discussion Councillor Challen proposed the Council agree, during the currency of the parish plan, to:

(a) increase the hours of both Assistants to the Clerk by four hours each week to be 

      effective from 1st October 2008, and that contracts be amended accordingly.

(b) that the additional cost of these proposals be met £1520 from Precept in 2009/10 and 

£4568 from £20,000 already set aside for financing the parish plan in 2008/9 and 2009/10

and that:

(c) an annual review be undertaken of performance against the stated objectives in 

 
     the parish plan and be the subject of a formal report to council

(d) the job description of the Clerk be amended to reflect minor amendments as     
      recommended under a Model Code for Clerks in England and Wales

This proposal was seconded by Councillor Mrs Smeath and carried by the meeting.

Councillor Hambly-Staite abstained as he felt the cost of the staffing implications be wholly met from an increase in Precept.
8974       DATE OF NEXT MEETING.  13th October 2008, Feock Parish Office at 7.15pm. 

APPENDIX A

PLANNING DECISIONS MADE BY CARRICK DISTRICT

   COUNCIL SINCE THE LAST MEETING 21ST JULY 2008
APPROVALS

1. MR I. LILLICRAP, LAUNDRY COTTAGE, RESTRONGUET POINT, FEOCK.

Revisions to PA07/0203/08/R including amended door details and enlargement of conservatory -The Parish Council had no objection to these proposals as set out-Meeting 16th June 2008.

2. MR D. RUDDLE, 27, MARKET STREET, DEVORAN.

Replace garage flat roof with pitched, hipped slate covered roof -The Parish Council had no objection to these proposals as set out-Meeting 21st July 2008.

3. JUDITH BARRINGTON, ROSEMULLION, TREMARNE CLOSE, FEOCK.

Remove branch from Oak tree -The Parish Council had no objection to these proposals as set out- subject to the observation of Carrick District Council’s Trees Officer-Meeting 21st July 2008.

4. MR S. HENDRA, TREVELLA FARM, VALLEY LANE, CARNON DOWNS

PVC conservatory to rear of property -The Parish Council had no objection to these proposals as set out -Meeting 21st July 2008.

5.
ADAM MILES ESTATE MAINATENANCE, COPPER OAKS, WELLINGTON PLANTATION, FEOCK.

Fell five Sycamore trees-The Parish Council had no objection to these proposals as set, subject to the observation of Carrick District Council’s Trees Officer-Meeting 21st July 2008.

6.        MRS A. LIGHT, 31, ST JOHNS TERRACE, DEVORAN.

Increase in height of section of boundary wall on eastern elevation-The Parish Council had no objection to these proposals as set out-Meeting 21st July 2008.

7.        CARRICK DISTRICT COUNCIL, 5, ELM GROVE, FEOCK.

Conversion of existing lounge window into new doorway and installation of disabled ramped access to doorway-The Parish Council had no objection to these proposals as set out-Meeting 21st July 2008.

8.        MR M. ATKINSON, DOLPHIN LODGE, TROLVER CROFT, FEOCK.

Erection of two-storey replacement dwelling-The Parish Council had no objection to these proposals as set out-Meeting 21st July 2008.

REFUSALS

1.
MR & MRS A. NICHOLLS, THE STABLES, BISSOE ROAD, CARNON DOWNS.

Change of use of land to stationing of static caravan for residential use- The Parish Council had no objection to these proposals as set out-Meeting 21st July 2008.

2.
MR K. AVEL, TREHAYLE, RESTRONGUET POINT, FEOCK.

Proposed replacement dwelling-The Parish Council objected to these proposals due to over development of the site Meeting 16th June 2008.

3.
N. CLARKE, 2, TREMAYNE CLOSE, DEVORAN.

Prune two Oak trees-Carrick District Council refused consent for the proposed crown thinning to trees referred to in this application as T1 and T2. For the proposed crown raising and branch length reduction to trees referred to as T1 and T2 was hereby given consent by Carrick District Council-The Parish Council had no objection to these proposals as set out, subject to the observation of Carrick District Council’s Trees Officer-Meeting 21st July 2008.

4.
MR LILLICRAP, CARRICK COTTAGE, FEOCK.

Fell one Eucalyptus and one Monterey Pine- Carrick District Council refused consent for the proposed works to the tree referred to in this application as T2 Monterey Pine. For the proposed works to the tree referred to as T1 Eucalyptus was hereby given consent by Carrick District Council-The Parish Council had no objection to these proposals as set out, subject to the observation of Carrick District Council’s Trees Officer-Meeting 21st July 2008. 
5.
MR M. DAWES, 4, CARNON CRESCENT, CARNON DOWNS.

Prune seven Holly trees, two Hawthorne, and one Oak- Carrick District Council refused consent for the proposed topping of two Hawthorne trees within the group G2. For all the other proposed works referred to in this application was hereby given consent by Carrick District Council-The Parish Council had no objection to these proposals as set out, subject to the observation of Carrick District Council’s Trees Officer-Meeting 21st July 2008.

APPENDIX B 

PLANNING APPLICATIONS CONSIDERED ON 16TH SEPTEMBER 2008

Ratification of decisions made informally on 21st August 2008
1.        MR R. TIMBUNT, PENDOWER, MOUNT GEORGE ROAD, PENELEWEY, FEOCK.

To trim branches of one Oak tree by 2metres.

The Parish Council has no objection to these proposals as set out, subject to the observation of Carrick District Council’s Trees Officer.

2.        MR P. HAINS, 15, ST JOHNS TERRACE, DEVORAN.


Erection of timber shed. 1830 x 3050mm (6ft x 10ft)

The Parish Council has no objection to these proposals as set out.

3.
MR & MRS D. SCOTT, FRIARS CRAG, TREVILLA, FEOCK.

Replace existing utility room and new conservatory.

The Parish Council has no objection to these proposals as set out.

4.            M.R. WARD, OAK LODGE, 4, WELLINGTON, PLANTATION, PENELEWEY, FEOCK.

Various tree works.

The Parish Council has no objection to these proposals as set out, subject to the observation of Carrick District Council’s Trees Officer.

5/6 
MRS R. POWELL-THOMAS, ANNEXE-HAWKRIDGE, KING HARRY FERRY ROAD, FEOCK.

Modify condition 2 of planning permission PA07/0940/91 to allow ancillary non-commercial residential accommodation in conjunction with ‘Hawkridge’ or holiday lettings or short term residential lettings. 

MRS R. POWELL-THOMAS, (FORMERLY BARN COTTAGE) FEOCK.

Modification of S106 dated 17/01/92 to allow ancillary occupation or holiday letting or short term residential letting.

The Parish Council has serious objection to these proposals on the basis that the original approval to convert a garage to ancillary accommodation was clearly subject to a number of conditions to preclude commercial use of the site. Such was the strength of feeling at that time that the District Council asked the applicant to regularise conditions under a S106 agreement. The original conditions were felt appropriate as a result of reservations expressed by the NRA and SWWA and the highway authority.

Given all this background the council sees absolutely no reason for modification of planning condition 2 or S106 agreement to allow commercial letting. 

7.        MR & MRS HUMBY, PENPOL FARM, PENPOL, DEVORAN.

Erection of porch to replace existing conservatory.

The Parish Council has no objection to these proposals as set out.

8.        MR & MRS G. THOMAS, BLACKBERRY FARM, KING HARRY FERRY ROAD,  

FEOCK.

Conversion and extension to agricultural building to purposes incidental to the use of the dwelling at Blackberry Farm.

The Parish Council has no objection to these proposals as set out but would make a recommendation that a formal condition be imposed to ensure that the extension remains ancillary to the residential accommodation

9.
MRS M. POPE, SHORTLANDS, ROPEWALK, PENPOL, DEVORAN.


Fell one Pine tree.

The Parish Council has no objection to these proposals as set out, subject to the observations of Carrick District Council’s Trees Officer.

10.        A. PIERCY, POLGYNNE, LOE BEACH, FEOCK.

Fell one Eucalyptus tree, and reduce a second by 30%.

The Parish Council has no objection to these proposals as set out, subject to the observations of Carrick District Council’s Trees Officer.

NEW APPLICATIONS FOR CONSIDERATION

11.         MRS M.C. SIMPSON, BOAT HYDE, POINT, DEVORAN.

Erection of conservatory to front of dwelling.


The Parish Council has no objection to these proposals as set out.
12.        FUSCHIA HOLDINGS LTD, TANGLEWOOD, PENELEWEY, FEOCK.

Removal of existing chain link fence and erection of 2m (max) high close-boarded fence and new planting.

The Parish Council objects to the existing high close boarded fence that has been erected without planning permission on the basis that it is entirely out of keeping with the street scene, does not blend into the local surroundings which are predominately trees and shrubs, and is out of character with the building itself.

If this application has to be approved for some technical reason it is suggested that a planning condition be imposed that the frontage to the B3289 should be stained dark green to minimise it’s impact on the local environment.

13.        FUCHIA HOLDINGS LTD, TANGLEWOOD, PENELEWEY, FEOCK.

Extension to dwelling to form garden room with utility and w.c. link to existing garage.

The Parish Council objects to the extension to include a garden room on the basis of original objections which led to refusal, particularly that the building would be unnecessarily obtrusive to adjoining neighbours.

14.        MRS S. O’NEILL, 18, PARK VIEW CLOSE, CARNON DOWNS.

Replacement front door.


The Parish Council has no objection to these proposals as set out.

15.        MS M. LEA, & MR BURNYEAT, ROUNDWOOD COTTAGE, ROUNDWOOD QUAY,     

KEA.

Demolish and replace existing family residence, remodel and reclad existing garage.

The Parish Council very strongly objects to these proposals on the basis that the contemporary design is out of keeping in this particular location. Of particular concern is the proposed radical design which detracts from the existing appearance of Roundwood Quay and its setting in an A.O.N.B.

A previous positive planning application was agreed relatively recently which met with neighbour’s approval and balanced visual perspectives for this area.

If this application is to be determined in favour of the applicant the Parish Council would respectfully request that a meeting be held between the Parish Council, the applicant, the A.O.N.B. and the Planning Case Officer beforehand. 

16.
MR R. FOX, CREEK VIEW, RESTRONGUET POINT, FEOCK.


Reduce spread by 3m and raise crown by 4.5m of two Turkey Oaks.

The Parish Council has no objection to these proposals as set out, subject to the observation of  Carrick District Council’s Trees Officer.

17.
WHITBREAD GROUP PLC, PREMIER INN, OLD CARNON HILL, CARNON DOWNS.


Erect 2 fascia signs.

The Parish Council objects to these proposals on the same basis as previous applications for the development of this site, and particularly that the proposals do nothing to improve the appearance of these buildings in their landscape setting. 

WITHDRAWN APPLICATIONS

1.
A. & N. BLACKMAN, EBB TIDE, POINT GREEN, DEVORAN.


Reduce height of Holly tree by 1.65m and thin by 25%

2.        MRS W.V.M. LETCHER, SUNNYMEAD, HARCOURT, FEOCK.

Remove dead and dying trunks.

