MEETING  NO. 974

Minutes of the FEOCK PARISH COUNCIL MEETING held on 16th June 2008 

at Feock Parish Council Office at 7.15pm.

Members  Present
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C J B Taylor
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In  Attendance



A.Truan Clerk To the Council 



County Councillor Currie



District Councillors Chamberlain and West 



Pc N Hyde. D & C Police



Mrs J Silcox. West Briton Reporter.



10 Local Electors.

CHAIRMAN:  Councillor C J B Taylor

During the public session: 

Mr P Mansfield spoke against development proposals at Trenhayle, Restronguet Point as he felt they represented over development of the site, would affect neighbours amenity, would be visible from the Creek and therefore be out of character in the AONB, did not comply with Policy 6J of the Local Plan, and were contrary to statements in the Parish Plan relating to the Creeks.

Mr Avel, responding, argued that his proposals had been negotiated with neighbours, was only two storeys in principle and therefore complied with policies in the Local Plan in this area, and was obscured by trees from the Creek.

Mr J Crowther explained he had written to the Council with his comments regarding this application.

The Chairman thanked residents for their views and confirmed, as there were no other issues from residents that Council was in formal session.  

8924      MINUTES

Councillor Richards proposed that the minutes of the Council Annual General Meeting held on 12th May 2008, as circulated, be confirmed as a true record and signed by the Chairman. This was seconded by Councillor Tunnicliffe and carried by the meeting.

8925      APOLOGIES

Apologies were received from Councillors Mrs Blenheim-Hassett, Groves, and Brock and District Councillor Hill.

8926
MATTERS ARISING


REPORTS FROM MEMBERS

Councillor Mrs Smeath reported on her attendance at a conference "Jobs before Beauty" which had examined the potential dichotomy between Economic Development and Local Landscape Character needs. It was interesting that the Parish Plan had highlighted the need for Character Analysis and given the currency of this issue it was felt that the Council should advance work on this issue as soon as possible. 

REPORTS ON PREVIOUS AND ONGOING BUSINESS

With regard to issues related to the indiscriminate development at Carnon Downs Garden Centre, the Clerk explained he had arranged a meeting with Planning Officers and would report again following that meeting.

It was noted that public consultation on the Planning Brief for the former school site in Devoran was now complete. Only two objections to the Brief had been received and these were from the Diocese and the County Council who could not support the proposals. It was now expected that the District Council would consider the Brief for Supplementary Planning Guidance in September.

The Clerk confirmed that the Councils Property Survey was now almost complete and the results, costs, and budgetary implications would be reported at next council.

It was noted that the Council's Final Accounts had been submitted to the External Auditor as planned.

The Clerk confirmed that work was still ongoing to identify sensible costs for the safety works to the mineshaft at Trolver, and it was anticipated that the relative costs and budgetary implications would be reported to next council.

The Clerk reported on a number of Planning Enforcement issues at Devoran, all of which had not been carried forward as either being de-minimus, or with permitted development rights. It was noted that a number of issues related to Tanglewood on the Feock Road were now the subject of Enforcement. 

Members noted that the Carnon Downs Open Air Service would be held in the Council's Playing Field in Carnon Downs on 20th July and that all would be welcomed if they wished to attend.

8927
CURRENT REPORTS


CORNWALL COUNTY COUNCIL

County Councillor Currie explained he had been sorry to miss the Beating the Bounds Ceremony that had been held while he was away. Councillor Currie explained he was hopeful that road works schemes going forward would be completed soon. In the meanwhile a scheme to reduce the speed limit on the Tram Road and at Point and Penpol would be with the parish council shortly. With regard to One Cornwall, Councillor Currie felt that disputes about the number of proposed members was unfortunate, but hopefully common sense would prevail. 

CARRICK DISTRICT COUNCIL

District Councillor West reported that issues relating to the proposed Asian Centre at Quenchwell would now be carried forward through proper channels. The Scrutiny Committee Single Issues Panel were examining the processes around pre-planning negotiations, and the ongoing delivery of Benefits, Licensing and Planning and Development Control.

District Councillor Chamberlain explained progress on the Localism Agenda, and in particular that any devolvement of service would need to be justified by a sound business case. A Charter was evolving to define future relationships between both the Unitary Authority and Parish Councils and would be consulted soon. 

DEVON AND CORNWALL POLICE

PC Nigel Hyde reported that since his last report 15 crimes had been reported and 58 incidents had occurred. The crimes included theft of dinghy and criminal damage to a dinghy at Devoran Quay, criminal damage to banners at Carnon Inn, an assault at Feock and at Devoran, possession of drugs in Devoran, theft from a shop, a burglary, and thefts from gardens in Carnon Downs, theft of lead from the former school in Devoran, thefts from vehicles at Feock, theft of heating oil in Devoran, theft from the Quakers Meeting Place, and damage to vehicles at the caravan site in Carnon Downs.

PC Hyde reported his ongoing work on speed checks throughout the parish area and confirmed that from 18 vehicles using the Tram Road in an hour none were travelling over 30mph.

In answering a question from Councillor Hambly-Staite, PC Hyde explained that no arrests had yet been made on the various thefts, but the abnormal numbers was an ongoing seasonal issue.

8928      PLANNING

A full list of applications approved by the District Council since the last meeting is set out in Appendix A. 

Decisions on all applications considered for consultation by the Parish Council at this meeting are set out in Appendix B attached.

8929
PARISH PLAN

The Clerk reported that the dates for the rest of 2008 Parish Plan working groups and the Steering Group had been arranged and agreed with the Chairs and Vice-Chairs of those Groups. Copies were circulated for member's information. It was noted that agreement had been reached that Unitary Authority Officers would meet with representatives from the parish council before the cycle of parish Plan meetings each quarter to ensure that progress was monitored from all points of view.

8930
UNITARY AUTHORITY- CONSULTATION ON NUMBER OF MEMBERS

Members considered a consultation paper, previously circulated, from the Boundary Committee concerning the number of Members for the new Unitary Authority. Following some discussion Councillor Richards proposed, given that new Members will have a greatly enhanced role, and that the present two-ward system detracted from effective communication and accountability, that the parish council supports the case for 130 members of the new Unitary Authority to facilitate a strong and effective local partnership and improved working relationships. This was seconded by Councillor Hambly-Staite and carried by the meeting.

8931
UNITARY AUTHORITY- CONSULTATION ON PARISH ELECTIONS

Members considered a consultation from One Cornwall, previously circulated, concerning parish council elections.  Following some debate Councillor Mrs Baker proposed that to avoid further confusion to residents, to bring continuity during the evolution of the new authority, to facilitate the development of local partnerships, and to support local communities through reorganisation, that the next parish council elections should be deferred until 2013. This was seconded by Councillor Langdon and carried by the meeting.

8932
UNITARY AUTHORITY- RELATIONSHIPS WITH PARISH COUNCIL

The Clerk reported on a meeting between representatives of the parish council and the Unitary Authority on .13th June. The purpose of the meeting was to review progress on the parish council's case, how matters in the parish plan might be carried forward in the short term, and to try to better understand the current localism agenda. 

The Clerk explained that several issues were now much clearer. It was now patently clear that reorganisation would be a very long process and resources would determine how quickly matters moved forward. It was also now clear that the localism agenda has not moved very much forward in terms of achieving the overall aims set out in the County Council's original bid for Unitary Status. At present the process is rather bogged down with politics, vagueness, and little action. In essence there is much still to do.

On the positive side it was interesting to note that the parish council will have direct access to Officers for specific services, and that there will be direct access to Community Network Managers to solve problems that may not be possible with Officers. It was also interesting to note that Members of the new authority will also receive extensive training to understand their new roles.

The Clerk was pleased to report that the parish council was well respected and among the leading parish councils in the county, and that they would be treated as such. To that end discussions were ongoing to take forward two issues exemplified in the councils bid in January i.e. planning and the case for local access to services. It was also pleasing to report that Officers from the Unitary Authority would meet quarterly with the parish council before the parish plan meetings cycle to ensure that progress and expectations could be understood.

Members noted the report

8933
BEATING THE BOUNDS

Members reported on the Beating the Bounds Ceremony on 7th June. There was unanimous agreement from all those who attended that the day had been extremely worthwhile, had been carried out within the spirit of the various traditions, and had proved to be a very effective exercise in working with the local community. Following some discussion Councillor Richards proposed the Council write formally to all those who had been involved in making the day a great success, and particularly Mrs Major for her organisation of the event. This was seconded by Councillor Tunnicliffe and carried by the meeting.

8934
CARRICK OPEN SPACES STRATEGY

Members considered reports from the Clerk and Councillor Tunnicliffe on a new Open Spaces Strategy document produced prior to the implementation of the new Unitary Authority. It was noted that the Strategy purported to now form an Action Plan to drive its objectives forward. There was great concern that the Strategy had been poorly conceived, had not been effectively consulted during its evolution, had not been financially resourced, had not considered the emerging role for parish councils, and possibly pre-empted philosophies for new working arrangements. It was noted that the Strategy also involved other major landowners locally and may have pre-empted their own business plans.  Following some discussion Councillor Tunnicliffe proposed the council write to the District Council to express their concerns regarding this Strategy and to request that its implementation be reconsidered. This was seconded by Councillor Langdon and carried by the meeting.
8935
MEMBERS TRAINING

Members considered a report from the Clerk setting out issues that might form a structured training programme together with extracts from the Good Councillors Guide produced as part of the National Training Strategy. 

The Clerk explained how important it would be over coming months to engage in training, and that a review of the basics was good for everyone, including himself. He asked if members would return the questionnaires provided and outlined the training requirements felt necessary by the next meeting. The Clerk explained that if members needed to discuss any issues to contact him directly.

Members noted the report.

8936
CONSULTATION BT TELEPHONE BOX REMOVAL

Members considered a consultation document from British Telecom, previously circulated, setting out their proposed programme for the removal of local telephone boxes. It was noted that the only box affected within the parish area was that at Mount George Road, Penelewey..

Following some discussion Councillor Mrs Smeath proposed the council raise no objection to the proposals but recommend that cognisance be given to any alternative view from Key Parish Council whose residents might be more directly affected. This was seconded by Councillor Hambly-Staite and carried by the meeting.  

8937
MODIFICATION ORDER- PENPOL BOATYARD TO TROLVER

The Clerk informed Members that the application made by the parish council 7 years ago for a Modification Order relating to the path used by local residents across Trolver Beach had been refused under a delegated decision at the County Council.

The Clerk explained that he was surprised with the decision because over 20 residents had supported the application, and objections were fundamentally unfounded.  It was noted that the reason for declining the amendment to the formal footpath map had been that "on the balance of probability the previous public rights had not been shown to exist".

The Clerk explained that he felt all of the evidence did indicate that the rights existed, and explained that the parish council could exercise the right of Appeal. This would involve an Appeal to the Secretary of State who would review the decision and could direct the County Council to make an Order. None of these actions would necessarily involve any expense. The Clerk asked for member's views.  Following some discussion Councillor Mrs Baker proposed the parish council Appeal against the decision by the County Council not to Modify the Definitive Map to include the path across the beach at Trolver. This was seconded by Councillor Mrs Smeath and carried by the meeting.

8938
REQUEST FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

Members considered requests from Feock Church Hall Committee for a contribution toward new chairs, and a letter from Ms Claire Chipman requesting financial support toward the expenses of a Devoran Village Event in September. Following some discussion Councillor Hambly-Staite proposed the Council contribute £1000 toward new chairs for Feock Church Hall. This was seconded by Councillor Mrs Smeath and carried by the meeting. Councillor Mrs Baker proposed that the sum of £100 be made available to defray some of the expenses for holding a Devoran Village event in September. This was seconded by Councillor Challen and carried by the meeting.

8939
COUNCIL WEBSITE

Members considered a report, previously circulated, explaining how to use the council's new website. The Clerk also explained that in order to ensure that the site was now used by the community and other partners as much as possible he had issued a press release and provided links from the County Council and District Council sites. It was felt that the website was a major step forward in communicating with residents and would be a very useful mechanism for use by members and the community.

Members noted the report.

8940
REVIEW OF AUDIT ARRANGEMENTS

The Clerk explained that the parish council has to review its audit arrangements annually and formally report on the scope of existing audit, its independence, its competence, its working relationships, and its reporting arrangements. The Clerk felt that the council might be criticised at some point if it did not address this issue and suggested members form a review group that could meet when appropriate each year. Following some discussion the Chairman suggested Councillors Mrs Baker, Mrs Smeath, Mrs Felton and Councillors Brock and Hambly-Staite form this group, together with the Chairman , Vice-Chairman, and the Clerk. This was agreed by Council.

8941
COUNCIL'S BANKING ARRANGEMENTS

The Clerk explained that the Building Society Account used to invest council's balances from time to time was now no longer available. In the circumstances he had researched other means and had concluded that investment accounts at Lloyds Bank would provide the best alternative. He therefore asked council to approve the transfer of invested balances from the Nationwide Building Society to Lloyds Bank 90-day account(s) at the most appropriate time over the next two months. Following some discussion Councillor Mrs Baker proposed the council open new 90-day accounts at Lloyds bank for the purposes of investment of council's balances from time to time. This was seconded by Councillor Langdon and carried by the meeting.

8942      ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT

Councillor Mrs Woolcock declared an interest and took no part in the discussion or voting on the following item.

The Clerk circulated the attached list at Appendix C showing accounts for payment for June 2008 amounted to £3344.25.  Councillor Hambly-Staite proposed the accounts be approved for payment and cheques signed accordingly. This was seconded by Councillor Richards and carried by the meeting.

8943     DATE OF NEXT MEETING.  21st July 2008, Feock Parish Office at 7.15pm. 

     APPENDIX  A

PLANNING DECISIONS MADE BY CARRICK DISTRICT

                  COUNCIL SINCE THE LAST MEETING 12TH MAY 2008

APPROVALS

1.        MR & MRS D. RICHARDS, TREGARTHEN, PENPOL.

Extension at roof level to form sun lounge and balcony and internal works to form new bathroom -The Parish Council had no objection to these proposals in principle, but is concerned about loss of privacy to the adjoining neighbours-Meeting 12th 2008

2.        MR C. BELL, 18, DEVORAN LANE, DEVORAN.

Remove bungalow roof and construct first floor extension and replace roof tiles with slate and install aluminium windows -The Parish Council had no objection to these proposals as set out-Meeting 12th May 2008.

 3.
MR  M. ATKINSON, DOLPHIN LODGE, TROLVER CROFT, FEOCK.

Construction of first floor extension above existing bungalow -The Parish Council had no objection to these proposals as set out-Meeting 17th March 2008

4.
MR & MRS SPENCER, 8, TRELAWNE ROAD, CARNON DOWNS.

Proposed dining and utility room - The Parish Council had no objection to these proposals as set out-Meeting 14th April 2008 

5.
MR E.C. CLAYTON, MORTLACH, OLD CARNON HILL, CARNON DOWNS.

Conservatory extension on rear elevation of dwelling -The Parish Council had no objection to this proposal as set out-Meeting 14th April 2008

6.
MRS A. WILLIAMS, 17, BELMONT TERRACE, DEVORAN
Porch extension on the front elevation of the property-The Parish Council had no objection to this proposal as set out-Meeting 14th April 2008

7. DR & MRS D. WHINNEY, THE CROFT, CARNON CREASE, CARNON DOWNS.

Construction of replacement garage, workshop, wc and store building-The Parish Council had no objection to this proposal as set out-Meeting 14th April 2008

8. MR & MRS BROOKS, HADBURN, 4, TREVALLION PARK, FEOCK.

Proposed extensions to front, rear and sides with replacement of flat roofs with pitched roofs and internal alterations-The Parish Council had no objection to these proposals in principle but is concerned on the basis that they interfere with the original building line-Meeting 14th April 2008

9. MR R. BASSETT, CHY-AN-PORTH, RESTRONGUET POINT, FEOCK.

Two storey extension-The Parish Council had no objection the these proposals as set out-Meeting 17th March 2008

REFUSALS

1.

MRS A.M. LIGHT, 31, ST JOHNS TERRACE, DEVORAN.

Erection of wooden fence and trellis-The Parish Council had no objection to this proposal as set out-Meeting 14th April 2008.
 

APPENDIX  B

PLANNING APPLICATIONS CONSIDERED ON

16TH JUNE 2008

1. DEVORAN METALS LTD, GREENBANK ROAD, DEVORAN.

Proposed eighteen-metre extension to existing building and continued use of yard for purposed ancillary to use of buildings.

The Parish Council still has major objections to these proposals. The proposals were declined previously on good and sound policies within PPS1, Policies 1 and 2 of the CCC Structure Plan and the Carrick Design Guide as they will clearly affect the landscape setting and character of the area. 

There are also very clear policies that exclude buildings over 250 sq. metres on the outskirts of local villages, and Devoran in particular.

While it is accepted that the scheme now includes landscaping arrangements it is not considered that these will overcome the major policy issues relevant to these particular proposals, and the parish council respectfully asks that they be refused.
2.
MR A. STANHOPE, TREGYE MEADOW, TREGYE ROAD, CARNON DOWNS.

Proposed extension to replace existing conservatory and balconies and form new first floor balcony.

The Parish Council has no objection to these proposals as set out.

3.
MR A. & MRS A. PEARCE, 2, VALLEY LANE, CARNO DOWNS.


Erection of conservatory to rear.


The Parish Council has no objection to these proposals as set out.

4.        MR S. WARERS-CARRICK HOUSE, TRURO, 15/16 CARNON CRESCENT, 

       CARNON DOWNS.

Erection of shed on grassed area to south side of 15/16 Carnon Crescent.


The Parish Council has no objection to these proposals as set out.

5        MR & MRS N. BUSH, DINMORE, STAGGY LANE, CARNON DOWNS.

Proposed summerhouse.


The Parish Council has no objection to these proposals as set out.

6.
MR R. HENDERSON, LAND AT REAR OF DOZMERE CLOSE, FEOCK.

Erection of bungalow and garage without complying with condition seven of PA07/0913/06/R relating to the suspended concrete access bridge. 

The parish council does not see that a case is made for changing Condition 7 of this determination. The original condition was made to specifically protect a tree that makes a significant contribution to the site and the locality. The removal of the Condition, if approved, will lead to the removal of its protection and therefore, based on previous judgements, lead to its eventual demise.

7.
MR K. AVEL, TRENHAYLE, RESTRONGUET POINT, FEOCK.


Proposed replacement dwelling.

The parish council does not object in principle to the redevelopment of this site. There is however great concern that the present proposals represent unnecessary over development of the site, are obtrusive to adjacent neighbours, and utilise unsuitable materials and forms of design which, when viewed from the Creek, will not comply with Policies designed to protect local character and setting within an AONB.

The parish council feels that Policies 3AD, Policy 4O, and 6J and those contained within the County Structure Plan should be used to refuse this application at this time.

If helpful the Parish Council would fully support a site meeting.

8. MR I. LILLICRAP, LAUNDRY COTTAGE, RESTRONGUET POINT, FEOCK.

Revisions to PA07/0203/08/R including amended door details and enlargement of conservatory.

The Parish Council has no objection to these proposals as set out.

9. MR C. GROSVENOR, 5, CARCLEW TERRACE, DEVORAN.

Replacement of corrugated asbestos roof sheets with fibre cement slates on rear lean to extension.


The Parish Council has no objection to these proposals as set out.

WITHDRAWN APPLICATIONS

1. DR & MRS A. WALKER, BEAVERS LODGE, POINT, DEVORAN

To erect a bedroom extension, convert existing garage to bedroom and to erect a single 

garage.

2. MR & MRS A. JACKSON, HARBOUR LIGHT, RESTRONGUET POINT, FEOCK.

Demolish existing dwelling, construction of new five bedroom dwelling of eco friendly construction and replacement garaging with accommodation under.

