MEETING  NO. 982

Minutes of the FEOCK PARISH COUNCIL MEETING held on 16th February 2009

at Feock Parish Council Office at 7.15pm.

Members  Present

WARDS
CARNON DOWNS

DEVORAN

FEOCK



J H H Langdon


Mrs S M Baker

J D Brock


R E Richards


J Challen

Mrs A D Smeath


Mrs J Woolcock





C J B Taylor


P Tunnicliffe





K Hambly-Staite



Mrs S E Felton





A J Groves


In  Attendance



A.Truan Clerk To the Council 



District Councillors Chamberlain and Hill



PC Nigel Hyde, Devon and Cornwall Police



Mrs J Silcox. West Briton Reporter



3 Local Elector

CHAIRMAN:  Councillor C J B Taylor
No residents raised issues during the public session on this occasion.

The Chairman made a presentation to Councillor Langdon to commemorate his 40 years service to the parish council and to recognise that he was now the longest serving member of the council on record. Councillor Langdon thanked the council for their support and for the very kind presentation, which he greatly valued.

9017      MINUTES

Councillor Hambly-Staite proposed that the minutes of the Council Meeting held on 19th January, as circulated, be confirmed as a true record and signed by the Chairman. This was seconded by Councillor Richards and carried by the meeting.

9018
MATTERS ARISING


REPORTS FROM MEMBERS

Councillor Mrs Felton reported following a special budget meeting of the Carnon Downs Village Hall Committee on 11th February. It was noted that the Hall Committee continued to review the property report financed by the parish council and that both regular and programmed maintenance responsibilities continued to be prioritised. It was likely that the Hall Committee would approach the parish council for support in 2009/10 to help finance replacement entrance gates and the main doors and canopy. Other works likely to be financed directly from Hall funds and grant aid from other sources in 2009 included kitchen refurbishment, installation of a sound and hearing loop system, car park lining, and film projection equipment. The Chairman thanked Councillor Mrs Felton for her very informative report.  

Councillor Richards reported that a further Neighbourhood Watch meeting would be held on 4th March, and offered an open invitation for those who might wish to attend. The Chairman thanked Councillor Richards for his representation on the local Neighbourhood Watch Committee

Councillor Groves reported that road works on the Feock Road had been undertaken without timely and adequate consultation with the parish council. As a result residents had been put at risk with inadequate safety arrangements on the alternative route through Come-To-Good, robust arrangements had not been made with local bus companies to get children safely home from school, satisfactory arrangements had not been made for timely signage and access, and local flooding problems had not been highlighted as part of the works. Councillor Groves proposed a strong letter be sent to the County Council to ask that consultation processes be improved in the future to enable satisfactory arrangements to be put in place for signage, access, alternative routes and  other appropriate local issues. This was seconded by Councillor Mrs Smeath and carried by the meeting. 

REPORTS ON PREVIOUS AND ONGOING BUSINESS

The Clerk reported that enforcement action taken by the District Council relating to inappropriate use of land at Feock had been resolved.

Further to minute 9009, the Clerk reported on a meeting arranged in Devoran with a Conservation Officer, local residents, Transport Engineers, parish councillors and the County Councillor to resolve the placing of inappropriate traffic signage in the village.  It was noted that it had been agreed that the signs were contrary to the spirit of the new Devoran Conservation Area Management Plan and added to the differential speed limit problems within the village. It was further noted that as the County Council had no funds to remedy the difficulties the Chairman of the Parish Council had suggested that the parish council would consider financing a scheme that would remove the signs from the Conservation Area and impose a 20mph limit throughout the village. Following some discussion Councillor Richards proposed the council consider the cost of proposals to remove 20mph signs from the Conservation Area in Devoran and extend the limits to the whole village. This was seconded by Councillor Mrs Smeath and carried by the meeting.

The Clerk reported further to minute 9013 that the council's case for Localism had now been referred to other parish councils in the proposed Community Network Area. An amended localism agenda for the Unitary Authority was still awaited. It was noted that the next informal Community Network meeting would be on 12th March, at County Hall.

With regard to the proposed Boundary Review it was noted that very strong objections had been made to both the County Council and the Boundary Committee regarding the problems the proposals would cause for the parish council at both the new County Authority and the Community Network. It was noted that the Boundary Committee would make a decision soon and opportunities to further raise the profile of the issues involved were very limited.

The Clerk referred to the councils planning consultation response to proposals to develop the former Carnon Downs Garage site and explained that, subject to agreement to S106 conditions Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the District Council had approved the application. It was noted from correspondence that District Council Members had not attended the meeting at which this application had been considered, although District Councillor Hill had requested that the application be referred to the Planning Committee. It was noted that so far no explanation had been given why, given that the council's objections were strong, well conceived, based on issues set out in the parish plan, and based firmly on the District Council's own Design Guide, it had not received consideration by Committee or been refused. Following some discussion Councillor Mrs Smeath proposed that the parish council formalise their great concerns regarding the determination of this application and ask for a formal response to explain why this application was approved without full Committee consideration, why the objections were considered insufficient to support a referral or a refusal, and what calculations were made to lead to the independent judgement that only a one-in-six S106 contribution was appropriate in this case. This was seconded by Councillor Groves and carried by the meeting.

 The Clerk asked members to extend the existing footpath maintenance contract to 1st March 2010 to facilitate consideration of possible new arrangements with the Unitary Authority and to regularise renewal of this contract with the dates for all others. Following some discussion Councillor Mrs Baker proposed the council extend the existing footpath contract to 1st March 2010 on existing terms and to regularise renewal at the same time as all other external contracts. This was seconded by Councillor Langdon and carried by the meeting.

The Clerk explained that the March issue of the Council's newsletter would be available for review by members soon. Councillor's Mrs Felton, Mrs Smeath, Hambly-Staite, Brock, Taylor and Richards volunteered to form an editorial group.
Further to previous reports the Clerk explained that meetings had been arranged for the Chairman and Vice-Chairman and himself to meet with representatives from Devoran School, the Diocese, and the County Council to consider how the School might use the former Devoran School site to provide for their extended services agenda. Reports would continue to be made to council.

9019      APOLOGIES
Apologies were received from Councillors Ashdown and Mrs West.

9020
CURRENT REPORTS


CORNWALL COUNTY COUNCIL

County Councillor Currie reported that discussions on the proposed County Incinerator were entertaining. Regarding road safety he was of the opinion that Penelewey was more dangerous than Come-To-Good, and that there was little or no money available for transport works. Given the parish council objection to the number of future County Council Members he was of the opinion that the Boundary Committee would agree this position as it represented a tidy compromise. Looking on the bright side Councillor Currie was pleased to report that many people in Penpol and along the Tram Road were happy with the new 20mph limit. The Chairman thanked Councillor Currie for his attendance and report.


CARRICK DISTRICT COUNCIL

District Councillor Chamberlain reported that he was of the opinion that the number of new County Members had been agreed at 123 because that was the number the Chamber would accommodate. Councillor Chamberlain expected that the budget would be very difficult to resolve this year and would eventually be a compromise. He was pleased to report that at last it had been agreed not to carry forward arrangements for a new logo, which would undoubtedly meet with resident's approval. It was noted that much work was ongoing at the Local Development Framework Steering Group to develop a countywide strategy and to develop appropriate affordable housing policies.  The Localism Agenda continued to cause concerns. The Chairman thanked Councillor Chamberlain for his attendance and report.

Councillor Hill reported on ongoing speed checks at Penelewey and confirmed previous reports that the Devoran Conservation Area Management Plan was due for approval at the end of March. It was noted that Councillor Hill had attended the annual Harbours Board and was reviewing the impact of the County Council planning application in Devoran. Councillor Hill also expressed concern about the processes that had been followed with the planning application relating to the former garage site in Carnon Downs and supported the action taken by the parish council. The Chairman thanked Councillor Hill for his attendance and report.

DEVON AND CONWALL POLICE

PC Nigel Hyde reported there had been eight crimes since his last report to the parish council including theft from the telephone box in Devoran, drink driving in Devoran, theft from a letter box, a boat and of garden tools, an attempted burglary at Feock, and an assault in Devoran. 

PC Hyde explained that he had taken a new career move and would in future be concentrating on youth issues for The Force. As a result he would no longer be the local Neighbourhood Police Beat Manager for the parish area. PC Hyde explained he had greatly enjoyed his time working with all those involved at the parish council and that great progress had been made on a number of issues as a result of the rapport that existed. While he looked forward very much to his new position he was in many ways sorry to leave such a rewarding job. The Chairman and Members expressed their pleasure that PC Hyde had gained a new position with the Police but felt sorrow that he would no longer be the Neighbourhood Beat Manager, a job which all felt he had done so well. PC Hyde thanked the council for their support and confirmed that the next parish council meeting would be the last he would attend in his current capacity.

9021    
PLANNING

A full list of applications approved by the District Council since the last meeting is set out in Appendix A. 

Decisions on all applications considered for consultation by the Parish Council at this meeting are set out in Appendix B attached.

9022
VILLAGE DESIGN STATEMENT

The Chairman and Clerk reported following a meeting held to discuss the implications of taking forward a Village Design Statement for the parish area. It was noted that the meeting had been very useful from a number of perspectives, not least that the scoping report that already been prepared for the project had summarised the processes necessary to complete the project very well. In essence the meeting had reinforced the parish council's own views that the project needed serious commitment from the community, similar commitment from those responsible for Planning, and the resource within the parish office to support it.  The meeting had also reinforced the parish council's views that the project should ensure that the eventual Statements were clear, usable, and influential in planning terms, especially in linking with evolving planning policies. It was noted that there had been some disappointment that the proposed facilitator who had attended the meeting did not see himself as being involved to the extent where he would be responsible for eventual project delivery. There was also disappointment that, quite understandably at this point in time, no formal commitments could be given from the Planning Authority to the required level of support or that the eventual documents would have the status of formal planning guidance. Given the uncertainties, it was felt it might be premature to hold workshops to take this project forward until it is clear that the necessary resources are available to ensure its success. Following some discussion Councillor Mrs Smeath proposed that implementation of the proposed Village Design Statement for the parish area be deferred until it is clear that the commitments necessary to support the project, as set out in the councils scoping report, have been clearly established. This was seconded by Councillor Richards and carried by the meeting. 

9023
UNITARY AUTHORITY


PLANNING

Members considered a report from the Unitary Authority, previously circulated, setting out  proposed Planning Development arrangements and possible parish council working partnerships. It was noted that there were a number of issues which would need careful consideration including delegation and governance arrangements.  Following some discussion Councillor Mrs Smeath proposed the parish council establish a Group to review Planning policies and procedures as they evolve from the new Unitary Authority, and to make recommendations to the council as necessary. This was seconded by Councillor Groves and carried by the meeting.  Councillor's Mrs Baker, Hambly-Staite, and Mrs Smeath volunteered to work on the group with the Chairman and Vice-Chairman and the Clerk.
9024
REQUEST FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE- DEVORAN VILLAGE HALL

Members considered a written request from Devoran Village Hall for financial assistance toward electrical and window works essential at the Hall. Councillor Groves proposed the parish council make a grant of £1000 to Devoran Village Hall in 2009/10 to support electrical works and works to windows. This was seconded by Councillor Challen and carried by the meeting.

9025   
ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT

Councillor Mrs Woolcock declared an interest in this item and took no part in the discussion or voting.

The Clerk circulated the attached list at Appendix C showing accounts for payment for February amounted to £4259.18, and income of £2744.84.  Councillor Brock proposed the accounts be approved for payment and cheques signed accordingly. This was seconded by Councillor Mrs Baker and carried by the meeting.

9026       DATE OF NEXT MEETING.  16th March 2009, Feock Parish Office at 7.15pm. 

APPENDIX A

PLANNING DECISIONS MADE BY CARRICK DISTRICT

COUNCIL SINCE THE LAST MEETING 19TH JANUARY 2009
APPROVALS

1.        MR R. WARD, OAK LODGE, 4, WELLINGTON PLANTATION, PENELEWEY, FEOCK.

Prune three Sycamores and one Oak. Fell one Oak tree -The Parish Council had no objection to these proposals as set out, subject to the observations of Carrick District Council’s Trees Officer-Meeting 17th November 2008.

2.        MR P. SHARP, ADJACENT TO CHY YN GWYDH, TROLVER HILL, FEOCK.

Tree works-The Parish Council had no objection to these proposals as set out, subject to the observations of Carrick District Council’s Trees Officer-Meeting 15th December 2008.

3.
MR J. DAVIES, 13, ST JOHNS TERRACE, DEVORAN.

Remove external walls/windows and doors. Construct two-storey rear extension and separate utility room. New rooflights, reconstruct porch-The Parish Council had no objection to these proposals in principle, but had asked that this application be considered in the light of the Conservation Management Plan for Devoran.

4.
MR I. BENNETT, CALOUNDA, ROPE WALK, PENPOL, DEVORAN. 

Proposed loft conversion and formation of new dormer windows-The Parish Council had no objection to these proposals as set out-Meeting 15th December 2008.

5.
MR CORDALL, STONEYBROOKE, RESTRONGUET POINT, FEOCK.

Various tree works-The Parish Council had no objection to these proposals as set out, subject to the observations of Carrick District Council’s Trees Officer-Meeting 19th January 2009.

REFUSALS

NONE
        APPENDIX  B

PLANNING APPLICATIONS CONSIDERED ON

16TH FEBRUARY 2009

1.        MR P. SHARP, BRYAR, TROLVER HILL, PENPOL, FEOCK.

Erection of detached dwelling-modifications to previous approval PA07/1280/07/R.

The Parish Council has no objection to these proposals as set out.

2.        MR MCGAW, PENTUI, PILL LANE, FEOCK.


Construction of garage with study in roof space.
The Parish Council has no objection to these proposals as set out, subject to a condition that the additional accommodation be used strictly for family use.

3.
MR D. TURNER, ROSCAWNANS, OLD KEA, PENELEWEY.

Construct hipped roof over courtyard/bin store to form mud room/porch and formation of sans school with modification of condition 3 of decision PA07/18886/01/R to allow for a change of ownership.

The Parish Council has no objection to these proposals as set out.

4.            DR D. SHIER, BEACH HOUSE, 10, TREVALLION PARK, FEOCK.

To reduce height of one Sycamore tree.

The Parish Council has no objection to these proposals as set out, subject to the observation of Carrick District Council’s Trees Officer.

5.
MR T. MITCHELL, LAND AT TRICARMIC, QUENCHWELL, CARNON DOWNS.
Construction of toilet block, tool sheds and installation of septic tank to serve allotments on agricultural land.

The Parish Council has serious objection to these proposals on the basis that there is no right of traffic access to the Bridleway essential to provide access to the proposed development site. The Parish Council is also concerned given the number of proposed allotments that access onto Quenchwell Road Carnon Downs, will cause serious road safety difficulties.

6.
MR S. GOODWIN, LITTLE HARCOURT, FEOCK.

Reduce height of Monterey Cypress.

The Parish Council has no objection to this proposal as set out, subject to the observation of Carrick District Council’s Trees Officer.

7.
MR BLACKMAN, EBB TIDE, POINT GREEN, DEVORAN.

Proposed balconies, extension and internal alterations.

The Parish Council has no objection to these proposals as set out.

8.
MR J. SANDERS, ADJ 4, TREMAYNE CLOSE, DEVORAN.


Prune three Oak trees.

The Parish Council has no objection to these proposals as set out, subject to the observation of Carrick District Council’s Trees Officer.

9.
MR P. HOWSON, 7, KILLIWITH, FEOCK.

Extend and remodel existing bungalow including construction of new enlarged roof with 1st floor accommodation, porch and sunroom additions. New roof over existing garage.

The Parish Council has serious objection to these proposals on the basis that the design is out of keeping in the street scene, and does not respect the local environment, including garaging, satisfactory car parking arrangement, and the likely impact on trees.

10. CORNWALL COUNTY COUNCIL, LAND ADJACENT TO CARNON GATE, GREENBANK ROAD, DEVORAN.

Proposed construction of a new dwelling house and a double garage.

The Parish Council has no objection in principle to these proposals, but would ask that the old railway gate on the curtilage, being a listed building, be protected in the conditions relating of any positive determination.

.

11. MR M. DAVEY, FIELD KNOWN AS “ROUND CLOSE”, TRELISSICK LANE, CARNON DOWNS.

Removal of existing derelict caravan. Erection of small farm building.

The Parish Council has no objection to these proposals subject to the amendment of the address on the application to  ‘Tresithick Lane’.

