MEETING  NO. 968

Minutes of the FEOCK PARISH COUNCIL Meeting held on Monday 10th December 2007 at Feock Parish Council Office at 7.15pm.

Members Present

WARDS
CARNON DOWNS
DEVORAN

FEOCK



J H H Langdon

Mrs S M Baker

Mrs A D Smeath



Mrs J Woolcock

Mrs K Blenheim-Hassett
C J B Taylor


Mrs S E Felton

D R Carrivick

K Hambly-Staite

R E Richards




J D Brock









A J Groves

In Attendance



A D Truan. Clerk to the Council



Mrs J Silcox. West Briton Reporter



County Councillor Currie



District Councillors Mrs L West, and T Hill



Pc N Hyde, Devon and Cornwall Police



3 Local Electors

CHAIRMAN:  Councillor C J B Taylor 

During the Public Session before the meeting:

Mrs Barry raised objection to planning proposals at Oak House, Fourturnings, Feock on the basis that they were inappropriate for the area and that the garage and store would be unnecessarily high. 

Mrs Ferris, also a near neighbour, felt the proposals were overlarge, she was pleased however that the proposals had been revised to have less impact on the street scene.

The Chairman thanked residents for their observations and confirmed they would be taken into account during the council meeting.

8843      MINUTES
Councillor Mrs Smeath proposed that the minutes of the Council meeting held on 12th November 2007, as circulated, be confirmed as a true record and signed by the Chairman. This was seconded by Councillor Richards and carried by the meeting.

8844     MATTERS OF REPORT

REPORTS FROM MEMBERS

Councillor Brock reported that both he and Councillor Langdon had now completed the annual distribution from the Unknown Donors Charity. Four recipients had received £15 each and £60 residual interest had been donated in the usual way to the Feock Parochial Church Council.

The Chairman thanked Councillors Brock and Langdon for their ongoing work with the Unknown Donors Charity and their report.

Councillor Mrs Blenheim-Hassett reported that the usual festive arrangements had been made in Devoran village for 22nd December.

REPORTS ON PREVIOUS BUSINESS

Further to Councillor Brock's report to last Council the Clerk confirmed that arrangements had been made for a meeting with representatives of the Friends of Restronguet Point and the Area Surveyor.

The Clerk reported, further to minute 8832 and previous reports, that the current planning application made by the Diocese for redevelopment of the former school site in Devoran had been unsuccessful. It was noted that the planning decision had been undertaken under delegation and it was quite clear that bot the parish plan and the planning brief had been key issues leading to the refusal.  The Clerk confirmed that work was ongoing to establish the brief as planning policy and that the District Council would be taking matters forward in the New Year. 

The Clerk also reported on progress to establish a new website for the Council. It was noted that following some detailed investigation a quote had been received in the sum of £900 to create a new domain name and a new website. The costs were low as the company undertaking the work would use the council's staff experience and input to sell similar sites to other similar bodies in the future. Following some discussion Councillor Mrs Baker proposed the council accept the quote of £900 and move forward wit the preparation of the council's website as soon as possible. This was seconded by Councillor Mrs Smeath and carried by the meeting.

8845      APOLOGIES

Apologies were received from Councillor Challen and Tunnicliffe and District Councillor Chamberlain.

8846
CURRENT REPORTS

CORNWALL COUNTY COUNCIL

County Councillor Currie reported that he was currently dealing with 6 local traffic improvement schemes, but he did not wish to raise expectations.

It was noted that work at the County Council continued to be dominated by the proposed future Unitary Authority and that the budget would be once again constrained by the Government. The Chairman thanked Councillor Currie for his report.

CARRICK DISTRICT COUNCIL

Councillor Mrs West reported on the delegated decision to refuse the current planning application relating to the former school site in Devoran. Mrs West also reported on her attendance at meetings regarding retail growth in Truro and the Recreation Ground in Falmouth.  Residents concerns at Restronguet Point had also been made directly to her and it was pleasing that matters were in hand.

Councillor Hill reported that it had been a relatively quiet month, however, he had been happy to support the refusal of the current plans from the Diocese on the basis of the issues set out. Councillor Hill expressed his concern that he and other District Councillors had been lobbied by the Devoran Action Group on planning issues relating to the former school site. 

The Chairman explained that the Action Group had no association with the parish council and therefore the council could not take any responsibility for the unilateral actions being taken by the people involved. It was noted that the Devoran Action Group had been advised, as had those with whom they had become associated. The Chairman thanked District Council Members for their attendance and reports.

DEVON AND CORNWALL POLICE

PC Nigel Hyde reported that since last council there had only been two recorded crimes in the parish area including a domestic assault and theft from a vehicle in Devoran. He also reported on speed monitoring initiatives in Carnon Downs carried out over the last few weeks in response to issues raised during the evolution of the parish plan. PC Hyde explained on his checks in Old Carnon Hill and Bissoe Road. Members noted with interest that very few vehicles had been found speeding in Old Carnon Hill but almost 14% of vehicles travelling on Bissoe Road exceeded the guidelines for prosecution. Council also noted with interest a joint Police, Parish Council, Devoran School, Advanced Motorist's and County Council Road Safety initiative on 29th November in Forth Coth in Carnon Downs. Members once again noted with interest that between 7.30a.m. and 9.00 a.m. of the 742 vehicles monitored on this road, 681 did not exceed the speed limit, and only 4 vehicles were travelling in excess of the guidelines for prosecution. PC Hyde explained that he had made arrangements for schoolchildren who had been nominated as Junior Road Safety Officers to speak to the drivers exceeding speed limits and it had been a very useful exercise for all involved. It was noted 

that speed-monitoring checks would continue. The Chairman thanked PcHyde for his attendance and report, and his ongoing good work in the community.

8847      PLANNING DECISIONS

A complete list of decisions made by the District Council since the last meeting is set out in Appendix A attached.

8848       PLANNING APPLICATIONS

Decisions on all applications considered for consultation by the Parish Council at this 
meeting are as set out in Appendix B attached.

8849
OTHER PLANNING MATTERS


ENFORCEMENT ISSUES

The Clerk reported on alleged breaches of planning control arising from a houseboat used as a residence at Penpol Creek, the erection of a large summerhouse at Cherry Cottage, Feock, the erection of an extension and works to trees at the rear of Gills Stores, Fourturnings, the erection of a new dwelling at Belmont Farm, Devoran, all of which would be the subject of site inspections by the District Council over the coming month.

With regard to previous allegations it was noted no further action would be taken at Turn-A-Penny, Coombe, or trees on a plot adjacent to Mount Agar, Old Carnon Hill as no breaches of planning control had arisen.

APPEALS

The Clerk reported that an Appeal had been lodged against refusal of a planning application to erect a new dwelling garage and associated works at Land adjoining "Woodlands", Greenbank Road, Devoran, and asked members if they wished to review their existing decision.   Following some discussion Councillor Mrs Baker proposed the Council request that their original support for these proposals in May 2007 be carried forward to the Appeal Hearing as originally set out. This was seconded by Councillor Groves and carried by the meeting.

THE SURGERY CARNON DOWNS

The Clerk reported as a result of discussions and correspondence with the Planning Department and the Doctor's Surgery at Carnon Downs, he had confirmed that the parish council would not wish to seek any financial contribution for the potential loss of recreational or amenity land as a result of development of the surgery car park. He explained that he had taken this action to expedite the planning approval on the basis that he understood council's views on this particular development, and asked for council approval for the action taken. Councillor Groves proposed the council approve the action taken by the Clerk regarding a possible S106 agreement at the Doctor's Surgery, Carnon Downs. This was seconded by Councillor Hambly-Staite and carried by the meeting.

8850
TRANSPORTATION PRIORITIES

The Clerk reported on a further meeting with Officers at County Hall concerning the parish council's transport priorities.

OLD CARNON HILL

It was noted that the proposed one way scheme had been lost as a result of lack of political support, a degree of misinformation within the village, and the weight of opposition from outside the village. However, since the last meeting alternative proposals had been put forward to improve the existing traffic control arrangements in lieu of closure, and it is anticipated that a scheme will come forward during 2008.

QUENCHWELL ROAD

It was noted that County Council Engineers are currently looking at the feasibility of introducing improved traffic calming measures in Quenchwell Road to reduce both the speed of traffic and road safety issues near the approaches to the Garden Centre. It was unlikely that these proposals would involve unreasonable costs.

WEIGHT LIMITS, CARNON DOWNS

It was noted that as a result of the efforts made by the local transport group a comprehensive weight restriction scheme for Carnon Downs was on the agenda for formal consultation at this meeting.

SPEED LIMITS

It was noted that speed limits throughout the area were still under review but in the meanwhile joint exercises were ongoing with the Police to undertake regular speed monitoring throughout the parish area. The Clerk confirmed he had written to the Headmistress of Devoran School to thank both the children and parents for the efforts made by children in the recent monitoring exercise in Carnon Downs. Thanks were also due to PC Hyde and both his PCSO's, Councillors Mrs Felton, Mrs Smeath, the Chairman, Mrs Tracy Portman from the County Road Safety Office for their help at the event, which added further weight to previous studies for the parish plan.
8851
CONSULTATION- PROPOSED WEIGHT RESTRICTIONS CARNON DOWNS

Members considered a consultation document from the County Council on proposed comprehensive 7.5 Tonne weight restrictions throughout Carnon Downs. Following some discussion Councillor Mrs Felton proposed the council resolve to fully support the 7.5 Tonne weight restriction proposals for various roads in Carnon Downs to reduce HGV traffic movements, improve resident's quality of life, and meet a major aspiration in the parish plan, and that consideration be given to extending the proposals to Lower Chyreen Lane. This was seconded by Councillor Langdon and carried by the meeting.

8852
STREET LIGHTING CONSULTATION

The Clerk reported he had received quite an extensive consultation document on future County Council Street Lighting Policy. He asked members to form a small working group to consider the documents and respond by the end of January.  Councillors Mrs Felton, Richards and Brock offered their services to work with the Clerk to make a response to Street Lighting consultation documents by 31st January.

8853
REQUEST FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

Councillor Brock declared a non-pecuniary interest in the following item and took no part in the discussion or voting.

Members considered a request from The Feock Reading Room and Snooker Club for financial help toward the repair and paint of the existing windows and doors and new heaters to replace those that were becoming unsafe. The Clerk explained that a great deal of work had been undertaken in recent years to make the Reading Room fit for purpose, however, repairs would still be necessary from time to time. Given that work to the windows would mean that they would not need replacing, and that the heaters had been certified as unsafe it was important for the council to honour its obligations under the lease as soon as possible. It was noted that the cost of the overall works would be £1750. Following some discussion Councillor Groves proposed the council undertake works to repair and paint the windows and doors and replace two heaters at the Reading Room, Feock under the terms of the lease with the Snooker Club in the sum of £1750. This was seconded by Councillor Mrs Smeath and carried by the meeting.

8854
ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT

Councillor Mrs Woolcock declared an interest in items for payment and took no part in the discussion or voting on the accounts.

The Clerk circulated the attached list at Appendix C showing accounts for payment for December 2007 amounted to £3412.91.Councillor Langdon proposed the accounts be approved for payment and cheques signed accordingly. This was seconded by Councillor Mrs Blenheim-Hassett and carried by the meeting.

8855     DATE OF NEXT MEETING  14th January 2008, Parish Office at 7.15pm
