MEETING  NO. 969

Minutes of the FEOCK PARISH COUNCIL Meeting held on Monday 14th January 2008 at Feock Parish Council Office at 7.15pm.

Members Present

WARDS
CARNON DOWNS
DEVORAN

FEOCK



J H H Langdon

Mrs S M Baker

Mrs A D Smeath



P Tunnicliffe

Mrs K Blenheim-Hassett
C J B Taylor


Mrs S E Felton




K Hambly-Staite

R E Richards




J D Brock









A J Groves

In Attendance



A D Truan. Clerk to the Council



Mrs J Silcox. West Briton Reporter



County Councillor Currie



District Councillors Mrs L West, and S Chamberlain



Pc N Hyde, Devon and Cornwall Police



2 Local Electors

CHAIRMAN:  Councillor C J B Taylor 

During the Public Session before the meeting:

Mr Burgess spoke against the proposed planning development at Colundra, Ropewalk, Penpol, on the basis that the proposals included the conversion of an annexe to residential accommodation without any limitations on its temporary use. It was noted that following a previous planning appeal further residential accommodation on this site had been refused because it had been concluded an additional dwelling would lead to unacceptable impact on traffic and congestion in the locality. 

The Chairman thanked Mr Burgess for his attendance and observations and confirmed they would be taken into account during the council meeting.

8856      MINUTES
Councillor Groves proposed that the minutes of the Council meeting held on 10th December 2007, as circulated, be confirmed as a true record and signed by the Chairman. This was seconded by Councillor Mrs Smeath and carried by the meeting.

8857     MATTERS OF REPORT

REPORTS FROM MEMBERS

Councillor Langdon reported that the footpath new sign toward Mid-Devoran was satisfactory, but at Mid-Devoran itself the Byway was not indicated and this was causing some confusion locally. The Clerk confirmed he would report the incorrect signage to the County Council.

Councillor Mrs Felton reported on her attendance at Carnon Downs Village Hall Committee. It was noted that the Village Hall website was working well and that the Hall insurance portfolio had been revalued.  It was also noted that quotes were being sought to replace the heating boiler, which was now inefficient and prone to breakdown. Councillor Mrs Felton asked the Council if they wished to consider setting aside £1000 from the budget for 2008/9 for this purpose. Following some discussion Councillor Richards proposed the parish council set aside £1000 in 2008/9 to be met from the budget for supporting local Village Halls and meeting places. This was seconded by Councillor Carrivick and carried by the meeting

REPORTS ON PREVIOUS BUSINESS

The Clerk reported, further to minute 8852, that a date had been set for members to meet to discuss the County Council Street Lighting Strategy on 24th January at 10.00am.

Further to previous reports the Clerk reported that the Policy and Guidance Administrator at the Standards Board for England had acknowledged the parish council's adoption of the Revised Code of Conduct.

The Clerk and Chairman reported on issues relating to the mineshaft on council property at Trolver Croft. It was noted that the Council's Mining Services Contractor's had been unable to define the exact location of the mineshaft.  Given the circumstances, it was not possible to identify the type and nature, or cost, of methods of protecting the site. To help matters forward the Chairman and Clerk had met with contractors on site. It had been concluded that the most appropriate way forward would be to undertake a site investigation to establish the exact location of the shaft and on that basis to take recommendations on the best method of securing the site. The site investigation would need plant and equipment and supervision from consultants, which would cost up to £1000. It was not known at present what appropriate security arrangements for the site would cost, but this would be much clearer after the investigation. Following some discussion Councillor Groves proposed the Council engage the Mining Services Consultants already contracted to the council to undertake a site investigation at Trolver Croft to establish the exact location of a mineshaft on the council's land, that up to £1000 be set aside from reserves and balances in the current year to finance the project, and that when the investigation is complete further reports be made to council. This was seconded by Councillor Mrs Smeath and carried by the meeting.

The Clerk reported that the parish wide housing survey would be undertaken in January for the wider Feock and Carnon Downs areas, and that the opportunity would be taken to circulate the newsletter at the same time.

The Clerk confirmed that arrangements had now been made to convene the council's Unitary Authority Working Party on 31st January at 7pm in the parish office. The main purpose of this meeting would be to complete the council's submission of the Parish and Town Council Survey, and outline the council's ideology on future working arrangements with the new authority. Following this meeting it was likely that the Working Party would be able to meet Unitary Authority Lead Officers during February to follow through the parish council's plans.

8858      APOLOGIES

Apologies were received from Councillors Challen, Carrivick and Mrs Woolcock and District Councillor Hill.

8859
CURRENT REPORTS

CORNWALL COUNTY COUNCIL

County Councillor Currie reported that there was little to report on this occasion. Regarding the new Unitary Authority it would be important to appoint the Implementation Executive soon and ensure that parish council's are properly consulted on the possible transfer of assets.

Councillor Langdon asked Councillor Currie if he was aware that rumours were circulating that the Unitary Authority would require new premises. County Councillor Currie was not aware of any such proposal. The Chairman thanked County Councillor Currie for his attendance and report.

CARRICK DISTRICT COUNCIL

Councillor Mrs West reported on the adoption of new District Council car parking charges and expressed the view they some of the increases were considered excessive.  Mrs West also confirmed that the Government Inspector had referred the District Council Core Strategy for resubmission as a result of misgivings that the Strategy would not deliver the extra housing needed locally over coming years. On a more positive note, Mrs West confirmed that the District Council were supporting the provision of a proposed new play area in Playing Place.

Councillor Chamberlain reported that a new centre for the new Unitary Authority might, in certain circumstances, be unavoidable and that it was important to keep an open mind on proposals which might bring benefits to all of the electorate in the County. It was also important to be aware that certain District Council car parking charges have increased in appropriate locations to discourage long stay parking. Councillor Chamberlain explained that the District Council had set aside a sum of money to help support and sustain communities and that one bid could be accepted from each Ward. It was noted, although the District Council Core Strategy had been referred, that the District Council Affordable Housing Policies had been approved and could therefore be used as the basis for more affordable provision over coming years.

Councillor Brock asked the District Council members why it had been considered appropriate to raise King Harry Ferry Charges to the extent they had been.  It was noted that this decision had not been taken lightly but had been based on commercial considerations, which were considered by the full council to be acceptable. Following some discussion Councillor Groves proposed the Council write to the District Council to establish why it has been considered necessary to increase King Harry Ferry charges so dramatically, and to liase with St Just In Roseland Parish Council on the possible benefits of joint opposition to the proposals. This was seconded by Councillor Langdon and carried by the meeting.

The Chairman thanked District Council Members for their attendance and reports.

DEVON AND CORNWALL POLICE

PC Nigel Hyde reported that since his last report three crimes had been reported and investigated, including theft of a boat trailer from Devoran Quay, and thefts from 2 motor vehicles in Carnon Downs. It was also noted in the same period that the Police had been called to 41 incidents throughout the parish area.

PC Hyde also circulated a report explaining his traffic speeding initiatives in the parish area. It was noted that on 11th December in Forth Coth, Carnon Downs, 174 vehicles were checked between 7.35am and 9.05 am. on the route from Truro into the village. Rather surprisingly 21% of all vehicles were travelling in excess of the speeds appropriate for prosecution.  In a similar exercise on 20th December 104 vehicles were checked in Bissoe Road travelling from the Bissoe direction. In this instance 11% of vehicles were found to be exceeding normally accepted prosecution limits. PC Hyde confirmed that further checks would continue throughout the parish area in January and February, and, given that many drivers were not heeding local speed limits, he would in future be taking prosecution action.

The Chairman thanked PC Hyde for his attendance and report, his ongoing good work in the community, and the exceptional level of support he had given the parish council over recent months on traffic speeding issues.

8860      PLANNING DECISIONS

A complete list of decisions made by the District Council since the last meeting is set out in Appendix A attached.

8861       PLANNING APPLICATIONS

Decisions on all applications considered for consultation by the Parish Council at this 
meeting are as set out in Appendix B attached.

8862
PLANNING CONSULTATION PERFORMANCE

Members considered a report, previously circulated, setting out the council's performance on planning consultation over the last six months and since the opening of the planning access point. It was noted that the council's monthly meetings continued to impact on the return of consultation response within 21days, but as most were returned within a month there was little or no impact on the District Council's performance.  Given that over 1150 residents had now inspected plans at the parish office it was concluded that the access point was well used and respected by the community.

8863
OTHER PLANNING MATTERS- ENFORCEMENT ISSUES

The Clerk reported that the District Council Planning Officer had confirmed no breach of planning control at Cherry Cottage, Feock, and consequently no further action would be taken.

8864
PRECEPT 2008/9

Members considered a report, previously circulated, setting out the council's budget and anticipated reserves for 2008/9. The Clerk exemplified issues set out in the Precept report, and explained that it was now beginning to closely reflect the cost of services the community wanted from the parish council in partnership with other local authorities and agencies in the area. It was noted that the parish plan, which was financed over the period of its relevance, would provide a very clear focus to help the council evolve its future relationship with the new Unitary Authority. An explanation was given of the relatively small impact the council's precept would have on local taxes in 2008/9, and that the budget was still strong enough to support planned expenditure committed and approved to date. On that basis the Clerk recommended the budget to the council as set out. Following some discussion a formal proposal by Councillor Mrs Felton to increase the council's budget by £5000 in 2008/9 to support the possible need within Carnon Downs to supplement County Council expenditure on local roads schemes, seconded by Councillor Hambly Staite, was defeated by eight votes to two with one abstention.  A proposal by Councillor Groves, seconded by Councillor Langdon, to approve Precept in the sum of £63860, as set out in the report at Appendix D, was carried by the meeting by nine votes to 2.
8865
CONSULTATION PAPERS- CDC CAR PARKING STRATEGY AND COUNTY FIRE BRIGADE SERVICE PLAN 


The Clerk reported that consultation papers had been received from the District Council regarding Car Parking Strategy and the County Fire Service setting out the Fire Service Plan, and that a meeting would be held on 31st January at 10.00am for those members who wished to be involved in a response. 

8866
ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT
The Clerk circulated the attached list at Appendix C showing accounts for payment for January 2008 amounted to £3145.10. Councillor Langdon proposed the accounts be approved for payment and cheques signed accordingly. This was seconded by Councillor Mrs Blenheim-Hassett and carried by the meeting.

8867
S100A LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1972

Councillor Groves proposed that the press and public be excluded from the discussion of the following item on the basis of the likely disclosure of exempt information under the Local Government Act. This was seconded by Councillor Brock and carried by the meeting.

REQUEST FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE- DEVORAN PRE-SCHOOL GROUP

Members considered a confidential letter from Devoran Pre-School Playgroup requesting financial support for works to the accommodation used by them at Devoran Methodist Chapel.  Following some discussion Councillor Mrs Baker proposed the Council ask the Devoran Pre-School Playgroup for further information including the status of the Company's reserves, their relationship with the Village School, the length of their likely tenure at the Methodist Chapel and the Group's views on possible future use of the former school site in Devoran. This was seconded by Councillor Langdon and carried by the meeting.

8868     DATE OF NEXT MEETING  18th February  2008, Parish Office at 7.15pm
APPENDIX A

PLANNING DECISIONS MADE BY CARRICK DISTRICT

    COUNCIL SINCE THE LAST MEETING 14TH JANUARY 2008

APPROVALS

1. MR P. ROE, 2, KNIGHTS MEADOW, CARNON DOWNS.

Extension to provide new bathroom, garage and store. -The Parish Council had no objection to these proposal as set out. -Meeting 14th January 2008.

2. MR D. SELBY, THE CROFT, TROLVER CROFT, FEOCK.

To reduce and thin one Holly tree within a TPO area -The Parish Council had no objection to this proposals as set out, subject to the observationS of Carrick District Council’s Trees Officer-Meeting 14th January 2008.

3. TRETEC LTD, 7, CARNON TERRACE, DEVORAN.

To crown raise four Oak trees within a TPO area - The Parish Council had no objection to these proposals as set out, subject to the observation of Carrick District Council’s Trees Officer-Meeting 14th January 2008.

4. MR D. PICKERING, TREWICK, MOUNT GEORGE ROAD, FEOCK.

Extensions and alterations-amendment to planning decision PA07/2239/06/R -The Parish Council had no objection to these proposals as set out -Meeting 14th January 2008.

5.
MR A. HALLETT, TREMANDA, LA VAGUE, FEOCK.

Fell one Laburnum tree within a TPO area - The Parish Council had no objection to these proposals as set out, subject to the observations of Carrick District Council’s Trees Officer - Meeting 14th January 2008.

6.         MR & MRS HAYWARD, QUADRILLE, TROLVER CROFT, FEOCK.

Proposed extensions and alterations - The Parish Council had no objection to these proposals as set out  - Meeting 14th January 2008.

7.
MRS A. WILLIAMS, 17, BELMONT TERRACE, DEVORAN.

Extension and alterations to rear of existing property – The Parish Council objected to these proposals as set out – Meeting 14th January 2008.

REFUSALS

1.
MRS A LIGHT, 31, ST JOHNS TERRACE, DEVORAN.

Erection of boundary fence and trellis work wooden fence 1.2m high on top of stone wall to make total height of 2.5m -The Parish Council had no objection to these proposals as set out-Meeting 14th January 2008.

2. MR HODGSON, WOODLEA, PENELEWEY, FEOCK.

Various tree works – The Parish Council had no objection to these proposals as set out, subject to the observations of Carrick District Council’s Trees Officer-Meeting 14th January 2008.

Carrick District Council refused consent for the works to the trees referred to as T2 and T5 in this application, but granted consent for works to the trees referred to as T1, T3, T4, and G6.

3.
WESTERN TREE SURGEONS, TURNSTONES, LOE BEACH, FEOCK.   

Tree works within a TPO area - The Parish Council had no objection to these proposals as set out, subject to the observation of Carrick District Council’s Trees Officer-Meeting 14th January 2008.

Carrick District Council refused consent for the works to the tree referred to as T4 in this application, but granted consent for works to the trees referred to as T1, T2, T3 and T5.

4.
DR & MRS D. WHINNEY, THE CROFT, CARNON CREASE, CARNON DOWNS.

Proposed extensions and replacement of conservatory roof with tiles – The Parish Council had no objection to these proposals as set out – Meeting 14th January 2008.

5.
DR & MRS D. WHINNEY, THE CROFT, CARNON CREASE, CARNON DOWNS.

Construction of replacement garage, workshop, wc and store building - The Parish Council had no objection to these proposals as set out - Meeting 14th January 2008.

        APPENDIX B

PLANNING APPLICATIONS CONSIDERED ON

18TH FEBRUARY 2008

1. MR & MRS D. NUTE, LITTLE TREGEW, OLD KEA, FEOCK.

Construction of agricultural store and associated works.

The Parish Council has no objection in principle to these proposals subject to their continued use for agricultural purposes

2.
MR & MRS J. DOBSON, GULLIVERS, RESTRONGUET POINT, FEOCK.


Retention of timber summer house.

The Parish Council has no objection to these proposals as set out.

3.
MR B. POPE, RIVER COURT, PENPOL, DEVORAN.

Proposed internal alterations and kitchen extension to south west elevation, double pitched roof over existing garage and new canopy over altered entrance to north east elevation and main roof extended to the south west elevation.

The Parish Council has no objection to these proposals as set out.

4.        MR & MRS C.N. BOYNS, 21, CHYCOOSE PARC, POINT, DEVORAN.

Extensions to dwelling and garage, and replacement conservatory.
The Parish Council has serious objections to these proposals on the basis they represent over development of the site, will have an adverse and contrary effect on the street scene, involve an unacceptable increase on a plot in a High Amenity Area, will cause loss of privacy to adjoining neighbours, add to traffic difficulties on a small local road, and create a precedent for this particular area. 

5.         MR & MRS C.N. YOUNG, THE OLD COACH HOUSE, DEVORAN.  

Erection of dwelling.
The Parish Council has serious objections to these proposals, as they will involve extending the current Settlement Boundary contrary to issues set out in the Local Plan and the emerging Local Development Framework

6.        MR & MRS C. VAUGHAN, BROADWATER, POINT, DEVORAN.

Replacement dwelling.

The Parish Council has serious objections to these proposals on the basis the proposed building will cause loss of light and privacy to adjoining neighbours, is an abnormally and inappropriate size in relation to the original footprint, and is generally out of character with the existing street scene.

7.        MRS J. PEARCE, NANVIVIAN, LOE BEACH, FEOCK.

Raise roof height to lean-to section rear of building

The Parish Council has no objection to these proposals as set out.

8.        R.N. HOWELL, HARCOURT FARM, FEOCK.

Fell one Macrocarpa tree.
The Parish Council has no objection to these proposals subject to the observation of Carrick District  Councils Trees Officer.

9.        DR I. ARUNKUMAR, OAK TREE HOUSE, CARNON CERSCENT, CARNON DOWNS.

Erection of conservatory.
The Parish Council has no objection to these proposals as set out.

10.        MR P.J. WILSON, PETER HOUSE, FEOCK.

Extension to bedroom over existing ground floor entrance hall.

The Parish Council has no objection to these proposals as set out.

11.
MR A. GRUBB, FOURTURNINGS, FEOCK.


Erection of two storey extension.
The Parish Council has no objection to these proposals as set out.

12.
MR A. BERRY, CROSSWAYS, FORTH COTH, CARNON DOWNS.


Conversion of dwelling into two dwellings.

The Parish Council has no objection to these proposals as set out.

13. MR & MRS BIBEY, WHITE LODGE, 3, KILLIWITH, 

Erection of two storey extension and replacement conservatory.


The Parish Council has no objection to these proposals as set out.

14. MR B. WICKS, VILLA PENDOHAN, PENPOL, DEVORAN.

Proposed conversion of garage to part of dwelling and erection of extensions.

The Parish Council has no objection in principle to these proposals, however there are difficulties with adjoining neighbours and would wish to see these resolved as far as possible.

15. MCNAIR DEVELOPMENTS, CARNON DOWNS FILLING STATION, CARNON DOWNS.

Demolition of existing garage and erection of six flats. 

The Parish Council has serious objections to these proposals on the basis that the bulk and size of the development will represent a gross overdevelopment of the site and be out of keeping in the existing street scene. Due to the prominence of this site it is also felt that the current proposals will have an unacceptable affect on the general character of the village due to their compromised design, and being too close to the road and adjoining neighbours. The Parish Council does not have any objection in principle to change of use of the site, however, when acceptable proposals come forward the Parish Council would wish to enter into dialogue with District Council on using S106 powers to bring direct benefit to Carnon Downs to address issues set out in the new Parish Plan including road improvements, sporting and recreational facilities, and the provision of 50% affordable homes. 

WITHDRAWN APPLICATION

1.
MR M. ATKINSON, DOLPHIN LODGE, TROLVER CROFT, FEOCK

Addition of first floor to existing 1960’s bungalow.

